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ED’S COMMENT

Well here we are – my second issue and it’s a bumper edition!  Extra pages 
have had to be added this month as there have been so many requests to 
advertise events that are going on in the village!  

Also some good news to share with you all – I fi nally have access to the  
editor@bildestonbugle.co.uk email address!  Feel free to use this one and 
the new created one bildeston.bugle.editor@gmail.com as they will both be 
monitored.

How many of you went to the Treasure Island and The Silver Long Johns 
Pantomime at the end of January?  What an amazing night – excellent script 
written by the talented Debbie Bailey.  What an amazing and creative mind 
that lady has.  We were very impressed by the whole show which has also 
received some amazing reviews.  Please see over the page for a couple of 
these.  I echo Alison’s sentiment that there will hopefully be another show   
next year.

I must say that the lighter evenings and slightly warmer days are very  
welcome as we approach the spring.  It’s lovely to see the snowdrops, 
daff odils, crocuses, etc poking their heads through the soil – a sure sign that 
spring is near.  I noticed some crocuses in our lawn this afternoon that I’m  
sure weren’t there a few days ago!

I’m sure it won’t be long before the trees are full of blossom again too!



ED’S COMMENTS (cont...)

Before I sign off , a couple of important dates to mention for this month…

Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day falls on Sunday 19th March this year.  Don’t leave cards 
and fl ower orders until the last minute if you’re thinking of buying them.  
Supermarket shelves seem to be cleared of boxes of chocolates as the 
days get closer to the 23rd of the month too…

Clocks go forward
The clocks always go forward at 1am on the fi nal Sunday of March which 
this year falls on Sunday 26th March
Unfortunately, it means your weekend will be cut short by one hour, but in 
return we will see more daylight in the evening. 

Hope you all have a good month – see you in the April edition







What’s on in March
For bookings contact: 07716 921514 or chamberlin.bookings@gmail.com   

Monday 3.45 - 9.15pm Miss Lesley’s Dance School (07957 351941)

7.30 - 9.30 pm Badminton Club 

Tuesday 11.00 – noon Line dancing with Rosie

12.15 - 1.00pm Zumba Gold

7.00 - 10.00 pm Carpet Bowls Contact Mike 01284 827688

Wednesday 7.30 - 11.30 pm Open Mic Night. Food available

7.30 - 9.30 pm Snooker Club Contact George 07508 402370

Thursday 10.00 - 10.50 am Zumba Gold

Friday 11.00 - 1.00 pm Pilates contact Claire 07900 440141

7.00 - 11.00 pm Social evening. Food available

  

ALWAYS ON...       CH Bowls Club           CH Snooker Club
Saturday 11th Six Nations Rugby on the big screen. 

Doors open 4.15 pm bar and food available. 

SORRY NO CHILDREN.

Saturday 11th 

7.00 - 10.00 pm

Bingo. cash for bingo cards only. 

Food available in the interval

Friday 17th Paddy’s Night social Bar with themed food!

Saturday 18th Super Saturday Six Nations Rugby on the big screen. Doors 

open noon. Bar and food available. SORRY NO CHILDREN

Sunday 19th Mothers Day Coff ee & Cake 2.00 - 5.00 pm. 

All proceeds to charity.

Saturday 25th Quiz Night. 7pm with the Famous ALAN JACOBS! Bring your 

own nibbles

  

Email: chamberlinhallmc@gmail.com for information or
visit chamberlinhall.org to fi nd out more...







Bildeston Ladies Club



Bildeston Ladies Club







BILDESTON COMMUNITY CYCLING
Why not join our monthly Saturday morning Winter Warmer series?

These rides are for riders of all abilities.

WINTER WARMER 6
JOIN US FOR A RIDE OF ABOUT 25 MILES, 

STARTING FROM THE MARKET PLACE 
AT 9.30am, ON SATURDAY 4 MARCH. 

CAFE STOP HALFWAY. BACK ABOUT 12.30pm.

PUT IT IN THE DIARY NOW!

Warm clothing recommended. The ride will be mainly on quiet 

lanes, at an acceptable speed (no-one left behind!). Regret no 
unaccompanied children under 16. 





Jennie Ainslie 07400 833 398
Pet Groomer  Bildeston IP7





BILDESTON GARDEN CLUB
Bildeston Bloomers gardening 
group meet once a month 
for a social chat and a drink 
to discuss our hopes and 
dreams for our own gardens 
whilst picking up tips from 
each other.

If you’d like to join us give me 
a call for dates and venues
Debbie Bailey 07948 083769











MOBILE LIBRARY 
SERVICE

The Bildeston Mobile Library 
stops are as follows:

Brooksfi eld 14.10 to 14.25
Market Square 14.30 to 14.45
Newberry Rd 14.50 to 15.05
Paddock Way 15.10 to 16.00



SESAW NEWS

Here comes March, in like a lion, 
out like a lamb and it’s greetings 
from Oliver (Ollie to my intimates), 
resident top cat at SESAW. I’ve 
beaten Kenny to the keyboard to 
tell you about Maxine, a fi ve year 
old spayed female tabby in need 
of a new home.

This delightful girl is friendly and 
loving, but occasionally it might be on her terms. She just needs to 
fi nd that special (preferably adult) home, or with older children where 
she would become part of the family.

We also have rescued dogs including a very good looking young 
Saluki type lurcher in need of a knowable home. Reggie had a bad 
start and deserves much better. He is FULL of life and sometimes 
gives the wrong impression but all he wants is a home of his own 
and kindness and love. The ideal person is someone who knows the 
ways of sighthounds and is prepared to put in time and eff ort with 
further training and encouragement. Reggie has lived with another 
dog and with the right introduction could do so again, especially a 
young bitch willing to play and with most dogs he wants to play, loves 
a game of ball

Please leave a short message with your name and number if you 
would like to meet either of these animals.

Kenneth is snoozing by the Rayburn but his fans will be pleased to 
know he can write next time, under the auspices of me, Ollie (the 
Black) Cat. Suff olk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Stoke Road, 
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. Reg.Charity No.1124029. 
Tel: 01787 210888.                                                 www.sesaw.co.uk















Recipe of the Month 
with thanks to Nicola 







BILDESTON 
ELECTRICAL

Rewires, Extensions, Board Changes or New Installations

Any Alterations to Existing Installations 
(lights, sockets, etc.)

Contact Ian 

01449 257135 or 07754 723685







BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes for the Parish Council meeting for 
Monday 13 February 2023, 19:00hrs, Baptist Hall, 
Duke Street, Bildeston.

Present: Cllr Alex Banks, Cllr Andrew Guttridge, Cllr Ashley Hubbard, 
Cllr Sarah Leigh-Hunt, Cllr Richard Lester, Cllr Ray McCann, Cllr 
Virginia Tuck (Vice Chair), 1x residents. Clerk – Angela Chapman.  

C327/2223 Chairman’s Welcome and Apologies:  Cllr Tuck chaired 
the meeting due to the lateness to the meeting of the Chair. Apologies: 
CC/DC Robert Lindsay. Apologies accepted.  

C328/2223 Declaration of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. Cllr Richard Lester – Kings 
Pightle Nature Reserve & St. Mary’s Church PCC; Cllr Alex Banks – Sports Field/Pavilion

C329/2223 Requests for dispensations in respect of pecuniary interests. None. 

C330/22/23 Minutes of Last Meeting held 9 January 2022, approved as true record with 
amendment to C314/22/23 road sweeper – corner Church Rd and Consent Lane, not Chapel 
Street. Minutes of meeting held 16 January 2023 approved a true record. 

C331/22/23 Adjournments. Meeting adjourned 1910hrs to receive reports from County and 
District Councillors, and consider any matters raised by local parishioners.  
CC/DC Robert Lindsay – report sent in absence as below – 
Ipswich Road 48 houses
I am told the case offi  cer at Babergh has agreed an extension on the outline planning permission 
to the end of March to allow time for Orwell to put in  new reserved matters application of up 
to 48 houses. I have been told that if Orwell was to submit a completely new application (with 
more housing say) it would be judged under current circumstances, ie the fact Babergh currently 
meets its fi ve year housing land supply target and “any other material change in circumstance” 
which I take to include the absence of the Joint Local Plan. The JLP, having been rejected by 
inspectors, is now years away from legal adoption. The JLP had put the site within the village built 
up boundary, but the Ipswich Road site is outside the boundary in the current local plan on which 
Babergh must now rely.

Babergh admits failure to meet health and safety standards for its tenants  
The council has reported itself to the Social Housing Regulator for failing to keep up with checks 
on gas, electrical and asbestos safety checks for its council tenants. 
Councillors were told at the end of November that the council had begun its own  “in depth review” 
using two outside specialists. The fi rst phase of the review included compliance, we were told. At 
the end of January they announced that: 
- More than 150 properties had not received an annual gas safety inspection. Also carbon 
monoxide monitors were not yet installed in all relevant properties 
- It did not have valid communal asbestos surveys for all its communal blocks. The Council 
reported over 70 (over 70%) of re-inspection asbestos surveys were overdue.
- More than 150 domestic properties do not have a  current electrical condition report 
(meant to be every fi ve years).
- Overall the council admitted there had been a lack of accurate data and record keeping 
around health and safety compliance.
The regulator found that there was the potential for serious detriment to Babergh tenants. Because 
the council had begun an urgent programme to remedy the matter, it would not take statutory 
action but would monitor the council closely. 



The Assistant Director Housing left the council in the summer and a permanent replacement has  
yet to be found.
The Government tightened rules around council tenant safety after the Grenville Tower fi re. 
I will be asking publicly what triggered the probe and if the backlog of housing repair work is 
also being investigated, particularly whether outside contractors are completing work in a timely 
manner. 
Close to 40% of housing in Bildeston is social housing (though a big part of this is housing 
association) so this is relevant to our village.  
Floods and drainage backlog
Due to a number of long-running fl ood issues in our Cosford division, which are not being 
prioritised by the county’s drainage team, I requested details of what jobs had been done. Just 
17 of the nearly 1000 fl ood and drain problems on Suff olk County Council’s list have been 
completed. The extra £10m that was allocated in Dec 2021 to be spent over 3.5 years is being 
used for “low hanging fruit” – minor civil work – that are not in this list, and that work has been 
speeded up. Climate scientists have been predicting an increase in rain fall for some time, so 
it is a shame drainage repairs and maintenance appears to have been underfunded over the 
years. 
County Council budget  
For the 2023/24 budget the county council last week (9th Feb) voted to increase the council tax 
precept by 4%, (2% social care, 2% general tax) below the 5% cap the council is allowed. There 
are growing pressures from infl ation, social care and childrens’ services. By not going up to the 
full cap they are missing out on £3.78million and they will have to part fund a predicted shortfall 
partly by not budgeting for the extra social workers and occupational therapists they need. This 
is justifi ed by the argument that in previous years they have not been able to recruit them.  Our 
Green-led group proposed an amendment to go up almost to the 5% cap and use the extra 
to fi nance lower speed limits, help for libraries, electrifying community minibuses and extra 
specialist staff  needed in social care. However, this amendment was voted down by the majority 
Conservative group.
Road re-classifi cation Thorpe Green Lane
At the request of Thorpe Morieux Parish Council, I have asked County Highways to downgrade 
the classifi cation of Thorpe Green Lane (from C to unclassifi ed), and upgrade that of Bury Road 
(from unclassifi ed to C) these will go to the Dept for Transport for fi nal sign off  and to GeoPlace 
who will in turn tell Ordnance Survey.  The PC felt that satnavs were sending vehicles along 
narrow Green Lane instead of up the wider Bury Road. However, not all Satnav companies use 
Ordnance Survey for their information.
Resident – a representative from the Families Together toddler group, which uses the sports 
pavilion in Consent Lane as its venue, gave a report on the closure of the group. This was 
discussed at length, it was confi rmed the PC are holding a small amount of funds from a 
previous toddler group. It was agreed and approved the PC would fund the venue for the group 
until the end of the Summer term, utilising the funds already held, when they will hopefully be 
able to fi nd funding for the Autumn term. Sports Pavilion to invoice the PC directly.

C332/22/23 Planning Applications 
Planning Appendix A 
DC/22/06309
Proposal: Cross Boundary - Hybrid Planning Application - Full Application for Bury St Edmunds
to Colchester 69k Pipeline Scheme and associated above ground infrastructure at
Raydon Water and Rushbrooke Water Treatment Works, Raydon Tee Chemical
Dosing Site and Wherstead Water Reservoir. Outline Application for above ground
infrastructure at Little Saxham Water Reservoir, Little Whelnetham, Nedging Tye
Water Reservoir, Hadleigh Water Reservoir and Great Horkesley with all matters
reserved except for Access (accompanied by EIA Statement).
Location: Anglian Water Services Bury To Colchester Pipeline. 
Deadline: 14th February 2023



All construction traffi  c from Stowmarket and Needham Market to use the A14 and not go 
through Bildeston.

Planning Appendix B – Items determined by Babergh DC
See Notifi cation of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Remove dead branches and 
reduce one
heavy branch from 1No. Ash (T1). Granary House, High Street, Bildeston, Suff olk
Babergh District Council as Local Planning Authority, hereby give notice that it DOES NOT  
WISH TO OBJECT

C333/22/23 Progress and Projects Reports 
a. Mill Lane footpath – work complete
b. Environmental management – Clerk to arrange a FWG meeting with operatives. 
c. High St/ Ipswich Rd grass triangle project – SCC have issued a license to enable 
 the project to go ahead. The costings and works approved. A resident to oversee
 the project, give labour and a donation for the materials. It was agreed for residen
 volunteers to carry out watering for the fi rst year, review installation of a tap in a 
 years’ time. 
d. Village accessibility – footways – go via CC Robert Lindsay. 
e. Information board/ Market Place – Clerk to put advert in Bugle for volunteers to
 be involved in design of the style of map, and landmarks features etc, they will 
 need local knowledge. 
 March agenda – add Henry Morphew historical papers. 
f. Anglian Water – March mtg – Mark Pryke to attend. 
g. Home Start family group – see above. 
h. Sports fi eld hedging and possible fencing – wildfl ower area needs to be raked, 
 Clerk to contact contractor.  
 Saplings/ hedging on bund,  it was agreed a fence, as requested by BDC would  
 not help.  Contact Woodland Trust for possible saplings. 
i. Update on village amenities
 Grove cemetery – hedge cutting complete; grave sunk in November, it was 
 reinstated badly, Gwinnells have been contacted numerous times, with no 
 response. Gravediggers responsibility. Clerk or Chair to contact them if nothing  
 heard by end of this week.  
 Review Grove cemetery fees in May. 
 Bilder sign needs to be put up by St Mary’s church, Clerk to chase. 
 Plaque to be engraved on brass for village sign. Clerk to arrange.  
 Sports fi eld – boiler packed up, looking at replacement; also leaking pipes. Defi b–
 ongoing.     

 



C334/22/23 Administrative, Finance and Governance Reports 
a) Payment for approval – Cllrs Guttridge & Tuck to authorise 
b) Scribe monthly accounting reports – check, approved and signed
c) Internal auditor Trevor Brown appointed and approved
d) note the external auditor by SAAA, PKF Littlejohn - noted
e) internal control statement fi n yr 2023/24 – approved and signed
f) grant/ donation request from Bildeston PTFA – send application form, May meeting 
g) to consider encouraging attendees to meetings – MPs, County & District 

Councillors, Police – discussion took place around how to promote physical 
presence.

C335/22/23 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council 
Bugle – advert for Cllr vacancies and info board. 
Royal British legion Remembrance Day collections for 2021 and 2022, donation fi gures not 
received. Write to RBL in London for collection fi gures from parish and surrounding areas. 
Advise local collectors. 
Market Place clearing leaves – chase BDC. 
Clerk to arrange patch up fence at Chamberlin Close playground; buy new swing supply and 
fi x. 
Heating Bildeston stakeholder meeting – Cllr Tuck to represent the PC, 23rd Feb.
High St/ Squirrells Mill – temp bus stop sign to be removed. Report to SCC.
Quiet Lanes – SCC run out of brackets!  Signs will be put up as soon as to hand. 

C336/22/23 Items for next agenda 
Anglian Water/ Mark Pryke
Elections
Henry Morphew Trust historical papers

Meeting closed 2107hrs.  
Date of next meeting: Monday 13 March 2023, 1900hrs, Baptist Hall, Duke Street, Bildeston.  
 
Village website: www.bildeston.org    











If you have spare carrier bags please leave them in the 
collection bin outside 9-11 Duke Street. Thank you











                                                  Brett Valley Benefice

                         Pastoral Letter  March 2023  

                           from Revd Elke Cattermole 

 

Dear All,  

Hope you are all keeping well as there appears to be outbreaks of ordinary s  This 
is normal at this time of year but left us with a slight apprehension since the pandemic. 

March is the month I often think can be a slight crossroad for us all. This March we are into the 
season of Lent a time each year when we can reflect on what we are giving up or sharing with 
others. This year we have already seen such devastation in all its forms. Highlighted through the 
continuation of war in Europe, a natural disaster in the middle east and the concerns surrounding 
the of cost of living. A roller coaster of events makes us all think and reflect on what can we do to 
make things better for others. 

During the season of Lent on the Fourth Sunday each year we celebrate  or 
ago, the Church developed a tradition of encouraging 

worshippers to make an annual pilgrimage to their  Church on the 4th Sunday in Lent. 
This would often be at the local Cathedral and a time when people would share refreshments after 
the service. Local servant girls would be encouraged to attend and meet up with their families and 
especially their mothers. On the journey to the Cathedral the girls would pick wild spring flowers 
from the hedgerows and woods to make a posy to give to their mothers.  

The tradition of meeting up with 
with us gives a time of reflection. There is sadness when we see the breakup of families through 
war, natural disasters and through illness or tragic events. Many of you will visit your mothers or 
remember your mothers who are no longer with you. We can also remember those who have 
been like mothers to us. Remembering those who find that day very painful for whatever reason. 
Many though will be looking forward to having the opportunity to hug and enjoy as families that 
special day. I would like again to share this special prayer with all of you.  

Loving God, Thank you for mothers and children and for all the joy of family life. Be with those who 
are grieving because they have no mother. Be with those who are struggling because they have 
no children. Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from those they love. Let 
your love be present in every home and help your church to have eyes to see and hear the needs 
of all who come. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.                      Amen 

This year we will be celebrating Mothering Sunday in three of our churches in this benefice; St 

of flowers or plants are given to those who can attend or to those in our villages, who may still feel 
lonely and vulnerable. All are welcome at our Mothering Sunday Services. 

Blessing and love to you all during this season of Lent, keep safe and take care. 
 
God Bless 
Revd Elke 



                     Services in the Brett Valley Benefi ce 
                                        March 2023

Date 2023 Time Service Church

5th March 11am

11am

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer

Bildeston

Naughton

12th March 11am

11am

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer

Semer

Whatfi eld

19th March
Mothering 
Sunday

10am

11am

11. 15 am

Mothering 
Sunday Services

Naughton

Bildeston

Whatfi eld

26th March
Benefi ce 
Service

11am Holy Communion Nedging



Lunch club  
Baptist Church 12.15 for 12.30pm start..............................................1st Wed every month
Craft it Together
01449 741772 for details........................................................................................ Every Mon
Strollers & Striders   
9.45 - various starting points  07584 189356 or 07901 563281 for details......Every Mon
Family Group  - 10am-12pm
07542 785649 to book a space......................................................................Every Tuesday
Community Coff ee Centre    
Baptist Church 9.15 - 11.30am....................................................................Friday mornings
Church Bell Ringing Practice
St. Mary Magdalene church bell tower 8.00 to 9.15pm...............................Every Tuesday
Bildeston Carpet Bowls Club      
7.30pm Chamberlin Hall. Contact Mike 01284827688...............................Every Tuesday
Open Mic Night   Chamberlin Hall     7.00pm.......................................Every Wednesday
Social Evening    Chamberlin Hall     7.00pm.................................................Every Friday          
Social Wednesdays
Sports Pavilion 12.30 to 3.30pm......................................... ....................Every Wednesday
Bildeston Garden Group
call Debbie 07948083769 ...............................................................Last Wed of the month 
Ladies Club 1st Thursday of the month 
Chamberlain Hall 7.30pm                                         ........ ...............................Thurs 2nd
Bildeston Parish Council Meeting
Baptist Hall 7.00pm.....................................................................................................Mon 13th
Bildeston Community Cycling
Market Square  9.30am........................................................................... .....................Sat 4th
Bildeston Bowls Club Signing-on Meeting @ CH                        Fri 15th @ 6.30pm

AprilApril
editor@bildestonbugle.co.ukeditor@bildestonbugle.co.uk

& cc: bildeston.bugle.editor@gmail.com& cc: bildeston.bugle.editor@gmail.com
deadline 17th of every monthdeadline 17th of every month

  More details on these events inside.  More details on these events inside.


