
 

 

BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Planning & General Purposes meeting held in the Baptist Hall 

 on Wednesday, 11th March, 2020 at 7.30pm 

 

              
  

 In attendance: 
 

Councillors: Peter Hutchings (In the Chair) 

Angela Chapman, Ashley Hubbard, Sarah Leigh-Hunt, Richard Lester, 

Richard Powell and Virginia Tuck  

 
Also Present:                            David Blackburn (Clerk) 

 One parishioner  
 

 

 

 
C138/19/20      

 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted by Councillor Guttridge and County Councillor 

Lindsay. 

 

 
C139/19/20      

    
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made: 
 
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard 
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester 
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillor Chapman and Hutchings 
  

 
C140/19/20
  

 
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
 

There were none. 

 
C141/19/20 

 
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS/PERSONS ATTENDING THE MEETING 
 

Elaine Talbott attended the meeting on behalf of the Sportsfield Management Committee 
and gave notice of the Committee’s intention to apply for a licence for the sale and 
consumption of alcohol at the Pavilion and adjacent area of the Sportsfield. Liaison was 
taking place with Babergh District Council’s Licensing Team over the extent of the 
application but it was likely to be up to 11.45pm, Monday to Sunday, with the site to be 
vacated by midnight and could be longer for special occasions. The role of Designated 
Premises Supervisor would be taken on by the Committee as a whole. The existence of a 
licence would avoid the requirement for a Temporary Event Notice for every event at the 
Pavilion where alcohol was sold to the public. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Parish Council has no objection, in principle, to the application 

as presented at the meeting. 
 
Mrs Talbott continued by referring to the improvements that were being made at the 
Sportsfield. The Community Payback Team had been decorating the Pavilion on Mondays 
and had made significant progress in improving its décor. Councillor Chapman added that 
a Smart meter had been installed. 



 
C142/19/20 

 

 
PARISH COUNCIL PROJECTS AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENT 
 
a. Village Sign 

 
Councillor Tuck reported on the feedback that had been received from parishioners at 
the Community Engagement Event on Saturday, 7th March, 2020. The main purpose of 
the meeting was to seek views on the proposal to erect a new Village Sign and protect 
and enhance the surrounding green space on which it was to be situated at the junction 
of High Street and Ipswich Road. 
 
The main themes which parishioners felt could be incorporated within the sign included: 
 
a. Physical Features: the Clocktower, the Parish Church and HMS Bildeston; 
b. Craft and Trade References:  the Weavers Cottages, wool weaving, builders and 

sheep (agriculture) 
 

The main sites proposed for re-locating the existing sign were close to the Parish Church 
and next to Wattisham Road. 
 
It was AGREED: 

 
a.  That the views of parishioners be welcomed; and 
b. That a follow-up meeting be held on Wednesday, 25th March, 2020 at 7.00pm 

involving a sub-group of Members of the Parish Council. 
 

Other matters were raised at the event including the need for a dropped kerb near the 
Old Post Office. This would be pursued further with County Councillor Lindsay. 

 
b. Local Bus Services 

 

Councillor Tuck provided an update on the steps that the Parish Council was taking in 
response to Suffolk County Council’s proposals to remove funding for local bus services. 
County Councillor Lindsay had submitted a written update to the Parish Council on this 
matter. Councillor Tuck had engaged with Hadleigh Community Transport about what 
services they could offer and what avenues they were pursuing to seek long term funding 
for such services. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Parish Council is prepared to offer £500 each towards the 

retention of the Stowmarket and Sudbury bus routes as a short term measure subject to 
a sustainable funding plan being presented to the Parish Council for future services.  

 

 
C143/19/20      

 

 
REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
 

The Clerk reported that the Carpet Bowls Club had received a contribution of £750, from an 
anonymous donor from within the local community, for the Club to spend on equipment and 
an order had been placed for a Mat Handling Frame which would be of considerable benefit 
for Club members. Financial support from the Parish Council was, therefore, no longer 
required. 
 
Further to Minute C130/19/20, the Clerk reported on an update provided by Jo Silburn of 
Chamberlin Hall Management Committee on the funds raised so far to provide a defibrillator 
at Chamberlin Hall. County Councillor Lindsay had offered £500 from his locality funding 
budget and £100 had been offered by The Bugle. An approach had also been made to the 
Henry Morphew Trust. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Parish Council offers to provide £400 towards the cost of a 

defibrillator at Chamberlin Hall. 
 
 



 
C144/19/20      
 
 

 
PARISH COUNCIL AND VILLAGE AMENITIES 
 

Regarding the cemetery, the Clerk reported that a letter had been dispatched to Abbey 
Memorials, as requested by the Parish Council, and that a response was awaited to this.  
 
Councillor Hubbard reported upon notification received from Sue Andrews that, with regret, 
the current edition of “Bildeston History Quarterly” would be the last one. The reasons for 
this decision were explained. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Parish Council places on record its sincere appreciation for the 

contribution made by Sue Andrews in producing Bildeston History Quarterly, that back 
copies of the magazine be retained for future reference by people interested in the history 
of Bildeston and that she be encouraged to continue as Bildeston’s Village Historian.  
 
There was a discussion about works required to the railings outside The Crown and how 
this might best be achieved.  
 

 
C145/19/20 

 
ANNUAL REVIEW OF MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
 

The Clerk reported that a meeting had been held between Councillors Lester, Chapman 
and Hubbard, Adrian Chinery and Keith Taylor (Maintenance Operatives), and himself to 
review the allocation and performance of maintenance duties in respect of open spaces in 
the village.  
 
The main locations maintained were: 
 
Cemetery & Church Hill Churchyard (ad hoc trimming/strimming) 
Chamberlin Hall 
Coronation Playground 
Kings Pightle 
Sportsfield  
Coronation Playground 
 
Additional responsibilities fulfilled included: 
 
Bin Condition Survey  
Grit Bin Filling Survey 
Replenishment of Dog Bin Bag Dispenser 
Maintaining Stock of Bin Bags/Dog Bin Bags 
Repair and Replacement of Bins 
Clocktower Sweep Up 
Market Square Tidy Up (Pre-Remembrance) 
Village Event Signs & Bollards 
Services for Ride-On Mower and Handmower 
Fuel Supplies for Mower 
Equipment from Buildbase 
Weekly Skate Park Inspections 
Repairs to Play Equipment (Following the Annual Safety Inspection) 
 
Adrian Chinery had tended his resignation following five years in the role and he was 
thanked for his work for the Parish Council. He indicated his willingness to continue in post 
until the Parish Council found a successor and said that he would be prepared to continue 
to refill the dog bin bag dispenser in a voluntary capacity. 
 
A draft advertisement for the post had been circulated by the Clerk. 
 
It was AGREED: That the post of Maintenance Operative be advertised by the Clerk in 

“The Bugle” and interviews be held on Monday, 20th April, 2020 by a Panel comprising up 
to three Members of the Parish Council. 



 
C146/19/20 

 
REVIEW OF INTERNAL CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

The Clerk submitted the External Auditor’s Report in respect of the 2018/19 Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return. There were no comments, qualifications or 
recommendations arising from the audit. 
 
It was AGREED: That the External Auditor’s Report for 2018/18 be received and noted. 

 
Members of the Parish Council received the Clerk’s report on internal control, governance, 
administrative matters and risk management arrangements. 
 
It was AGREED:  

 
a. That the Overview of Internal Control Arrangements be approved and adopted; 
b. That the General Risk Assessment be approved an adopted; 
c. That Standing Orders be approved; 
d. That Financial Regulations be approved; 
e. That, subject to no further expenditure being incurred before the end of the current 

financial year, the Community Infrastructure Report be approved; 
f. That Suffolk Association of Local Councils be appointed for the purposes of conducting 

the internal audit of the Parish Council’s Accounts and Governance arrangements;  
g. That the new schedule of Cemetery fees and charges be approved and adopted and 

introduced with effect from 1st April, 2020; 
h. That it be noted that there were no policies that required review in 2019/20; and 
i. That the Clerk produces an application form for Tree Planting at the Cemetery. 
 

 
C147/19/20      

 

 
PAYMENTS 

 
It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised: 

 
Payee Description Budget Category Amount 

(inc. VAT) 

David Blackburn Clerk's Pay  Salaries & Expenses £170.64 
David Blackburn Expenses Salaries & Expenses £31.11 

Fiona Lemon Community Development 
Worker 

Salaries & Expenses £104.81 

SALC Councillor Training Administrative & Legal £132.00 

HMRC PAYE owing Salaries & Expenses £2.22 
CFB IT Solutions Laptop Maintenance work ICT & Website £60.00 

Babergh Mid 
Suffolk 

Bin Emptying 2019/20 Playgrounds & Open 
Spaces 

£567.60 

Parish Council 
Websites 

Website First Instalment ICT & Website £194.70 

Rougham 
Estates 

Christmas Tree (Balance) Community Events £31.25 

Suffolk County 
Council * 

Street Lighting 
Maintenance Charges 
2019/20 

Street Lighting  Invoice 
anticipated 

(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund). 
 

*Suffolk County Council had encountered problems in sending an invoice to the Bildeston 
Parish Council email account for the Street Lighting Charges 2019/20. It was expected 
that this would be received within a week and that because of the expected amount, it 
should be settled immediately so that the financial outturn position for the current financial 
year was not distorted. 
 
 

 



 
C148/19/20 

 
CLERK’S REPORT  
 

A report from County Councillor Lindsay had been circulated on: removal of subsidy for 
local bus routes, Children’s Services (rated outstanding by Ofsted), no progress made in 
introducing a 20mph speed limit in Bildeston and local plan consultation starting shortly 
which included a proposal for approximately 75 houses north-east of Brooksfield. 
 

 
C149/19/20 

 
 
 

 
PLANNING MATTERS 
 
There were no items to report. 

 
C150/19/20 
 
 

 
MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL 
 

Councillor Leigh-Hunt reported that the streetlighting appeared to still be on until 2am in the 
morning following the extension of operating hours over Christmas and New Year. The 
Clerk undertook to raise this matter with Suffolk County Council and ask that it be 
addressed. 
 
Councillor Tuck referred to the upcoming defibrillator training that was being held in the 
village. 
 
Councillor Chapman reported that part of the road near number 20, Brooksfield, appeared 
to have sunk and she had reported the matter to Suffolk County Council. 
 

 
C151/19/20 

 
STAFFING REPORT 
 

Further to Minute C76/19/20, the Chair reported that Suffolk Association of Local Councils 
had produced a report on the Clerk’s role. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Chair and Vice-Chair be delegated to review the matter and 

decide on the actions that should be taken in response to the recommendations within the 
report. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 
 
 

Chairman ………………………………………    Date ………………………………………… 
 
 

 
 


