
 

 

BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held in the Baptist Hall 

 on Monday, 13th January, 2020 at 7.30pm 

 

              
  

 In attendance: 
 

Councillors: Peter Hutchings (Chair) 

Angela Chapman, Andrew Guttridge, Ashley Hubbard, Sarah Leigh-Hunt, 

Richard Lester and Virginia Tuck  

 
Also Present:                            David Blackburn (Clerk) 

 Fiona Lemon (Community Development Worker)  
 County Councillor Robert Lindsay  

 
 

 

 
C106/19/20      

 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
An apology for absence was approved from Councillor Powell. 

 

 
C107/19/20      

    
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made: 
 
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard and Lester 
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester 
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Chapman and Hutchings 
  

 
C108/19/20
  

 
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
 

There were none. 

 
C109/19/20      

     
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
 It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting of 10th February, 2020 and the Finance 

& General Purposes meeting of 11th March, 2020 be signed by the Chair as a correct 
record. 
 

 
C110/19/20 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

There were no questions on this occasion. 
 

 
C111/19/20 

 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

It was noted that there was currently one vacancy on the Parish Council and that an 
expression of interest had been received from a local parishioner who would be invited to 
attend the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
 



  

 
C112/19/20 

 

 
COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
A report was submitted by Councillor Lindsay on the following matter: 
 

 A proposal to increase Suffolk County Council’s Precept by 4%; 

 Rather than remove the Citizen’s Advice grant (currently £0.184m) in 2020-21, the 
County Council had committed to provide £0.12m in each of the next three years; and 

 The County Council was planning to bid for around £20 million from the Department 
for Transport for an electric bus pilot scheme. 
 

 Babergh District Council was conducting a review of its Planning Enforcement service. 
The public was urged to keep using the “Report It” on the District Council’s website to 
report planning enforcement matters as this was the most effective way of recording 
them and seeking action; 

 The Government had announced that New Homes Bonus payments to Councils for 
each house built would be phased out by 2023/24;  

 After four years of reductions, the District Council was proposing to increase Council 
house rents by 2.7% meaning a £2.19 per week increase for tenants; 

 The proposed increase in the District Council’s Precept by 4%; 

 Council tax was proposed to rise by £5 (equivalent to just over 3%). The empty 
property discount was being changed so that it only applied for 28 days rather than 
three months; and  

 Long stay car parking charges at Sudbury and Hadleigh would be increasing from £2 
to £3 although short stay parking remained free. 

 
Councillor Lindsay had sought a meeting with the Cabinet Member for Highways, 
Transport and Rural Affairs (SCC) about the proposed reduction in funding for bus 
services however, he had been referred to the officers dealing with the matter. He 
indicated that a letter of support from the Parish Council would be helpful. 
 
Councillor Hubbard asked Councillor Lindsay to raise the possibility once again of a 
speed monitoring site being approved near to Taylor Made Joinery Interiors. Councillor 
Lindsay responded that he could do this but felt that a 20mph speed limit would address 
the problem. Councillor Lindsay asked if a letter of support could be sent from the Parish 
Council supporting a 20mph speed limit across Bildeston as per discussions held at 
previous meetings of the Parish Council. 
 

 
C113/19/20 

 
PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
 

Fiona Lemon, Community Development Worker, reported upon the procurement of a new 
Village Website. The specification criteria were: look and feel; accessibility; online and 
calendar; support and maintenance; self-service; content; timeline for build and launch. A 
cost matrix was submitted containing details of the quotations provided by four potential 
suppliers. Various points were made by Members of the Parish Council about the functional 
requirements of the website and Councillors Lester and Leigh-Hunt and the Community 
Development Worker were thanked for the work that they had undertaken. 
 
It  was AGREED: That further information be circulated to all Members of the Parish Council 
and a further report be presented to the next meeting on the two preferred submissions so 
that a decision can be made and an order be placed for a new website. 
 
Councillor Hubbard reported upon research that he had undertaken into the provision of a 
new Village Sign and sponsorship towards the project. The Clerk circulated a briefing paper 
on the project which provided details of the scope of the project to replace the Village Sign 
and improve the surrounding green space. An inspection of the site had been conducted by 
Councillor Hubbard and the Clerk and further enquiries would be made of the landowner, 



which was believed to be Suffolk County Council, and information sought regarding the 
utilities which had inspection chambers on the site. Members of the Parish Council were 
informed that information had been obtained from three potential suppliers of a Village Sign. 
It was recommended that a preferred supplier should be chosen and notified as the timeline 
for the design and installation was up to 15 months. The consensus was that suggestions 
should be sought from the local community later in the year for images that could be 
incorporated within the sign. 
 
It was AGREED:  
 

a. That “The Village Sign People” be appointed as the preferred supplier of a new Village 
Sign; and 

b. That pledges of support towards the financial cost of replacing the Village Sign should 
be sought from the local community (to be progressed by the Clerk and Councillor 
Hubbard). 

 
Councillor Leigh-Hunt reported on the Parish Council’s Work Plan and raised the items of 
work that were due to be progressed between December 2019 and March 2020.  

 

 
C114/19/20      

 

 
PARISH COUNCIL AMENITIES 
 

The Clerk presented a report that had been prepared by David Bracey Play Safety 
Inspections on the Chamberlin Hall and Coronation Playgrounds. It was noted that there 
were no items where immediate action was required. There were some items that required 
monitoring with repairs undertaken if there was any deterioration. 
 
It was AGREED: That the report on the Safety Inspection of Play Areas be received and 

appropriate measures be taken to maintain the play equipment as may arise during the 
course of the year. 
 

Councillor Chapman reported on litter that was strewn across the Coronation Playground 
arising from vandalism of the two litter bins which required replacing. The Clerk was 
requested to action this. It was also noted that one of the bins was constantly full which 
meant that the bin was probably not being put out for emptying under the new rostering 
arrangements. The Clerk was also asked to action this. 
 

The Parish Council recorded its thanks to Will Platt and the volunteers who had helped to 
put up and decorate the Christmas tree. 
 

 
C115/19/20      
 

 

 
VILLAGE AMENITIES 
 

Councillor Chapman gave an update on the Sportsfield Management Committee, referring 
to the backlog of repairs and maintenance that was being addressed at the pavilion and the 
challenges faced in developing and sustaining an effective Committee. 
 

 
C116/19/20 

 
CLERK’S REPORT  
 

There were no items of report. 
 

 
C117/19/20      
 
 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT    
 
It was AGREED:  

 
a. That the budget monitoring report for the first quarter of 2019/20 be received; and 



b. That it be noted that secure access issues had been encountered temporarily with the 
Parish Council’s business banking arrangements and that the mandate was in the 
process of being updated. 

 

 
C118/19/20      

 
 

 
BUDGET AND PRECEPT 

 
The Clerk submitted a Budget Book in which was reported: 
 
1. The regulatory framework set out in the Accounts and Audit Regulations for managing 

the budget and calculating the precept; 
2. The risks associated with the preparation of the Parish Council’s budget; 
3. The changes proposed to the budget compared with previous years; and 
4. A three-year summary of income and expenditure for 2018/19, forecast income and 

expenditure against budget for 2019/20 and the proposed budget for 2020/21. 
 

Members of the Parish Council considered the Budget for 2020/21 and the Precept required 
to fund it. The consensus was that the Parish Council should continue its approach of 
applying a modest increase to the Precept each year whilst being aware that the projects 
within the Parish Council’s Plan would require funding if they were to be delivered. 
  
It was AGREED:  

 
a.  That the Budget for 2020/21 of £29,025 be approved; and   
b. That the Precept for 2020/21 in the sum of £25,400 (being approximately £65.77 per 

Band D property) be approved. 
 

 
C119/19/20      

 

 
PAYMENTS 

 
It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised: 

 
Payee Description Budget Category Amount 

(inc. VAT) 

David Blackburn Clerk's Pay  Salaries & Expenses £170.52 

David Blackburn Expenses Salaries & Expenses £18.00 
Adrian Chinery Grounds Maintenance Salaries & Expenses £393.40 

Adrian Chinery Expenses Salaries & Expenses £7.47 
Fiona Lemon Community 

Development Worker 
Salaries & Expenses £114.19 

HMRC PAYE (to end Dec) Salaries & Expenses £649.80 
The Bugle Printing Administrative & Legal £30.00 

Buildbase Paint Playgrounds & Open 
Spaces 

£22.76 

Ashley Hubbard Reimbursement of 
Expenses 

Community Events £22.50 

(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund). 

 

 
C120/19/20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation 
 

Reference DC/19/05799 -  
Proposal Householder Planning Application - Erection of a rear extension (following 

demolition of boiler room and WC). Internal and external works as 
detailed in design and access statement 

Location Birkby Cottage, 81-83 High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7ER 
Decision No objection 

 



Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council 
 

Reference DC/19/05510 
Proposal Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area and Protected by 

Preservation Order BT78 - T1 (Ash) - Reduce to previous pruning points 

Location 6 Chapel Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EP 
Decision Granted 

 

 
C121/19/20 
 
 

 
MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL 
 

Councillor Hubbard enquired about trading by the Pizza Van on the Market Square and the 
Chair confirmed that permission for an extended period of operation had been granted every 
second Saturday of the month following the success of the trial period. 
 
Councillors Guttridge and Tuck would liaise over the key for, and updating of, the bus 
timetable case. It was suggested that any new bus timetables received from the service 
operator should be published on the Parish Council’s website. 
 
Councillor Lester reported on the upgrade of the email system which was supported by all 
Members of the Parish Council. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm. 
 
 

Chairman ………………………………………    Date ………………………………………… 
 
 

 
 


