BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on

19 January 2009 in Chamberlin  Hall at 7.30 pm

	In attendance:
	
	

	Councillors:
	R Taylor 

Mrs J Cartwright

A Guttridge
	(Chairman) 

	
	J Talbott

N Tye

Cllr D Keane           
	(Babergh District Council)

	
	Cllr J Pembroke

Mr P Magin

Mr S Curl

Mr S Barnett


	(Suffolk County Council

Passenger Transport Unit (SCC)

Passenger Transport Infrastructure (SCC)

Passenger Transport Infrastructure (SCC)

	
	V J Allard


	(Clerk)



	
	1 member of the public was present.




CL147/08/9
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Lester, G Spindler and S Hiscock

CL148/08/9
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Guttridge declared that, although he was an officer of Suffolk County Council, he had no connections with or direct interests in the matters to be considered

CL149/08/9
PRESENTATION FROM SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL REGARDING PROPOSED 



ENGINEERING WORKS TO THE MARKET PLACE

Simon Curl gave an update on the status of the interchange project.  The proposal is to formalise bus stopping arrangements with a lay-by by the clock tower and three stops on the west side of the market place.  The area would be re-surfaced in materials approved by the Conservation officers with dropped and raised kerbs as appropriate. SCC need to get agreement to the scheme from the Parish in the near future – funds are currently available and can in theory be rolled forward into 2009/10 but this cannot be guaranteed without Parish approval as the money could be used for other schemes.

Phil Magil Outlined bus services using the square and changes made recently.  The previous four connecting buses have been reduced to three (although there is also a Community Transport service which may be present at the same time) with a maximum waiting time of four minutes.  SCC is concerned over the lack of formal stops and raised kerbs to enable easy, accessible and safe boarding for all to the buses.

Comments and questions from Bildeston PC were then responded to:

Parish: Concern that the junction from Chapel Street to High Street is dangerous – particularly for those turning right onto High Street – in the current layout this has not been resolved.  Could the section alongside the parking area be made one way (Westbound) to create a clockwise gyratory effect around the market square?  Or at least make Chapel Street to High Street a left turn only exit?  Making this section one way could allow the street to be narrower and enable extra parking places.  It was not felt that making the top of Chapel Street one way would have a detrimental effect in forcing traffic around the rest of the market square as most local drivers do this anyway because of the difficulties in turning right onto High Street.

SCC: This option had been considered previously but rejected over concerns about the number of signs and road markings that would be required.  This would also need a Traffic Regulation Order which will take between 3 and 6 months to go through legal processes (although one will be needed for the planned one way section of the Market Square so this is not a major obstacle).

Parish: Can there be a designated pedestrian route from the Clock tower (likely to be used for waiting in inclement weather) to the three stops on the west side, with dropped kerbs, colour delineation etc?

SCC: This will be considered for the next draft of the plan.

Parish: School buses currently stop on the High Street outside the shop.  Can they be moved to the new stops?

SCC: Yes, school buses are under SCC control so this can be achieved.  JP noted that parents are likely to complain if children have to make extra road crossings to reach their bus, but that if this is what the Parish wants then SCC will support their decision.

Parish: Concern that the entrance features may cause additional noise / vibration in adjacent properties, but do want drivers to “feel” as well as see them.

SCC: If these are built correctly there should be no additional noise generated.

Parish: Concern over size, mounting height and numbers of signs.  Can these be finalised for consideration?

SCC: The scheme will have to provide suitable signs to make any Traffic Orders legal and enforceable, but these would be to the minimum specification possible.  All signs will be shown on the next plan draft.

Parish: Need to consider options for the village Christmas Tree.  Currently mounted on the square in the socket provided and powered via catenary from the Clock tower.

SCC: Consideration will be given to this.  If necessary, ducting can be included in the build.

Parish: Is it possible to widen the footway at the south eastern corner of the square by Tower House?  The road is too narrow for two vehicles to pass at this point anyway, so a further restriction would not impact on cars but would help pedestrians.  Also, the footway on at the crossing points across Duke Street appears to be narrow.

SCC: Would need to make sure it did not get to a point that would require additional signing or have an impact further along the High Street, but this will be considered.  The determining factor will be if enough space can be gained to be useful to pedestrians or if it would only be a token gesture.  Duke Street crossing points will also be examined.

Other items discussed included positioning for bins, cycle stands and seating.  The Parish are happy for these to be fitted in where appropriate in the design.

Simon Curl re-iterated that SCC needs to be in a position to move forward soon.  Councillor Pembroke stated that the scheme needs to be owned by the Parish to go ahead, and that if it is not wanted then the work would not be done against Parish wishes.

SCC representatives then left to allow the Parish Council to consider the design and options in more depth.  The next step will be some form of formal public consultation with SCC present.  This would be for BPC to organise.

Actions Arising:
Parish:
1: Decide whether school bus stop is to be moved.

2: Determine future location for Christmas Tree.

3: Come to agreement on acceptance of plan and organise consultation event if it is to go ahead.

SCC:
1: Revise drawings to incorporate sign details (minimalist) for all options.

2: Produce alternative option for scheme including one-way section of Chapel Street.

3: Begin drafting of Traffic Regulation Order for one-way sections ready to be advertised.

4: Look at options for marking crossing points.

5: Examine options for pavement widening near Tower House and Duke Street crossing.

6: Add seating, cycle parking, litter bin options to drawings.

The Chairman thanked the County Council officers for their presentation, saying he would ask them to come back at the public consultation stage.
CL150/08/9
CONSIDERATION OF PRESENTATION AND TO AGREE NEXT STEPS



Members were keen to support bus services as they are good for the village and the 


environment. They are seen as being particularly valuable to youngsters and the elderly.



Councillor Guttridge suggested that some sort of maintenance agreement should be sought.



The dissemination of information regarding these proposals to residents was discussed.  It 

was DECIDED that there should be an exhibition of the plans at Chamberlin Hall in March.

There would be forms provided for comment at the exhibition with councillors on hand to articulate. Use of artists impressions or streetscapes was suggested. A further Council meeting towards the end of March to consider public comments.

The exhibition would be advertised in the March Bugle. Councillor Cartwright would prepare some publicity material. There would be another Council meeting on 2 February 2009 for further planning of the way forward.



The meeting closed at 9.00pm
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