Minutes from the meeting
of BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
held on 14 December 2009 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)

J Cartwright

P Cousins

S Hiscock


G Spindler


J Talbott

R Taylor

N Tye
Cllr J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)
Juliet Hawkins - Groton Pylon Alliance (GPA)

Mr M Baker (RFO)

V J Allard   (Clerk)
C116/09/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr R Lester (Chairman) and Cllr D Keane (Babergh District Council)
C117/09/10 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council. 
C118/09/10 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2009 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.
C119/09/10
POLICE REPORT


There was no Police report
C120/09/10
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
Cllr Jeremy Pembroke was proud to announce that Suffolk was the only county in the country that had been awarded three green flags under the new system of Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA).  He explained that CAA replaced the previous Comprehensive Performance Assessment (CPA) under which the County Council had been a four star authority.  The green flags had been awarded for the following activities which had required SCC to work in partnership with other authorities:
· With Suffolk Coastal on coastal erosion in the Bawdsey area

· With Ipswich Borough Council, the Police and the Iceni Project on the control of prostitution

· Work on alternative energy

However, two red flags had been awarded because there was still work to do on Education and the lack of high quality employment in rural Suffolk. 
There was news on the Boundary Committee which was once again considering two options for its recommendation to the Secretary of State.  There was another six week period for representations to the Secretary of State and Cllr Pembroke urged the Parish Council to communicate its views once more.

C121/09/10  
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
There was no report from Babergh
C122/09/10 
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS METINGS

Parking in Chapel Street
The road had been measured and results circulated.
To consider options on the replacement of street lights in Brooksfield

Following minute C77/09/10 of 14 September 2009 and subsequent meetings, Cllr Taylor had compiled a very detailed report on the street lighting on Brooksfield.  After some discussion it was DECIDED that just one new light would be installed at present.  Cllr Taylor would also consult with Babergh to explore any lighting proposals coming from the extra development in this area and possible cost sharing of the wider relighting scheme.
 National Grid – Overhead Project
Juliet Hawkins on behalf of the Groton Pylon Alliance (GPA) explained that this was a conservation group formed in direct response to National Grid’s proposals for more overhead power lines.  The Alliance was basing its arguments on visual intrusion in the landscape and specifically opposing options 3 and 4 in the proposals which are those closest to Bildeston.  There had been some support for the suggestion that the cables be ‘undergrounded’ but this was not seen as a viable solution for the whole route in the current economic climate.  The GPA was encouraging individuals to send letters of objection and was supplying support by the way of a template and posters.  She was looking for a village volunteer to distribute information and to attend workshop type meetings.

It was DECIDED that Bildeston would join the Alliance and that, as initial contact, Cllr Richard Lester would be the village representative and that the draft letter under consideration should be sent.
C123/09/10 
PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A
            Items for comment by parish council as statutory consultee.
	Application Number: 
	B/09/00858

	Location:
	45 - 51 Wattisham Road

	Proposal:
	Erection of 8 No. affordable dwellings, with associated access road, parking and garden areas, as amended by drawings received on 09/11/2009.

	Decision:
	No objections and the Parish Council strongly support this development.



	Application Number: 
	B/09/01363

	Location:
	23 Duke Street

	Proposal:
	Erection of two-storey rear extension.

	Decision:
	No objections


	Application Number: 
	B/09/01364

	Location:
	23 Duke Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of two-storey rear extension and internal alterations.

	Decision
	No objections

	Application Number: 
	         B/09/01270

	Location:
	         59 Chapel Street

	Proposal:
Decision:
	Erection of extension to dwelling; erection of new garage block    (following demolition of existing garages).
No objections

	Application Number: 
	          B/09/01271

	Location:
	          59 Chapel Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Conservation Area Consent - Erection of extension to            dwelling; erection of new garage block (following demolition of existing garages).       

	Decision:
	           No objections


Planning Appendix B
Decided by Babergh District Council
	Application Number: 
	B/09/01087

	Location:
	The Dower House, 116 High Street

	Proposal:
	Erection of cartlodge with additional living accommodation above (existing garage to be demolished), as amended by drawing no. 175/09/01.

	Decision:
	Granted


	Application Number: 
	B/09/01088

	Location:
	The Dower House, 116 High Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Conservation Area Consent - Demolition of existing garage.

	Decision:
	Granted

	Application Number:
	B/09/01107

	Location:
	3 Copt Hall Cottages, Ipswich Road

	Proposal:
	Erection of two-storey side extension.

	Decision:
	Granted


C124/09/10
FINANCE

Plan for projects for 2010/11


The following projects were discussed:

· Speed watch

· The purchase of additional recreation land

· Enhancements to the village approaches

· Street lighting on Brooksfield

· Refurbishments to the inside of the Clock Tower

Mr Baker (RFO) noted all these proposals and was of the opinion that they were all feasible in due course.  Cllr Taylor was asked to explore a possible land purchase.

           Precept for 2010/11
           It was DECIDED that the principle developed of the past few years of a zero increase   to individual households be adhered to.



The annual letter from Babergh, with advice regarding the tax base, had not yet been received.  Mr Baker agreed to chase and develop a precept proposal based on a zero increase to each household.
Estimate for ground maintenance work carried out by Babergh   DC - revised    charges

The Clerk was to query the invoice for 2009/10 and seek an alternative estimate for 2010/11.



Babergh - Litter and Waste Bin Emptying – revised  charges



Payments
The following payments were authorised:
	Payee/Service
	           £

	Clerk
	  342.35

	Suffolk County Council - Grounds Maintenance               
	  609.11

	Suffolk County Council - Kings Pightle
	  474.95


C126/09/10 
ROAD SAFETY

Councillor Talbott presented his report that had been circulated.


SCC would renew the yellow lines by the Health Centre and the zebra crossing at the earliest opportunity.  Community Speedwatch making slow progress.  HGV problem in Duke Street – may have to investigate the imposition of a weight restriction but there were hopes of a resolution with the farmer.
C127/09/10  MARKET PLACE
Following a meeting of the Working Group there were some remaining design issues but councillors unanimously supported the scheme and agreed to proceed, with remaining minor design details to be discussed and resolved prior to start of works.
RESOLVED – That the County Council be advised that the Parish Council wishes the scheme to be constructed and wishes to continue discussion of certain minor issues in the interim.
It was noted that the revised proposals addressed the major objections identified during the public consultation including use of block paving and red coloured surfacing and excessive road signs.  The revised proposals employ gravel coloured surfacing, similar to that used at Lavenham, and road signs and markings are kept to a minimum.  The final proposals will be put on public display prior to the start of works.

C128/09/10  CORRESPONDENCE
Circulars and correspondence were received and would be circulated. 
C129/09/10 
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION  OF 
THE COUNCIL
There was concern that frequently there were vehicles parked on the pavement outside the ‘bike shop’.  This made it difficult and very dangerous for parents with ‘buggies’ to pass without stepping out into the road and the oncoming traffic.  Cllr Hiscock offered to approach the proprietor to seek co-operation from customers, and this was agreed.
The meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.
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