BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the annual meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 

11 May 2009 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
J Cartwright


A Guttridge


R Lester 


J Talbott


R Taylor


N Tye

P Cousins
Cllr J Pembroke   (Suffolk County Council)

PCSO Penny Molkenthin
Mr M Baker (RFO)

V J Allard   (Clerk)

Two members of the public were present

C1/09/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs S Hiscock and G Spindler and from Cllr Desmond Keane (Babergh District Council); Cllr J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council), Mr M Baker (RFO) and PCSO Penny Molkenthin had sent their apologies for lateness.
C2/09/10  
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Guttridge proposed Cllr Lester.  This was seconded by Cllr Tye.  Cllr Lester accepted the position, signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (witnessed by the Clerk as Proper Officer) and took the Chair.

C3/09/10  
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr Taylor proposed Cllr Guttridge.  This was seconded by Cllr Tye.  Cllr Guttrige accepted the position and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk as Proper Officer.

C4/09/10 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council. 

C5/09/10
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 April 2009 were confirmed as a correct record subject to, minute no. CL193/08/9 FINANCE, the word ‘paymaster, be changed to ‘fund holder’ throughout.

C6/09/10      ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES

It was RESOLVED that for the next twelve months the representatives would remain as follows with working parties to be arranged to deal with any special issues.

One new representative was elected to the role of TON Class Liaison Officer.  CllrTye volunteered to fill that position.
	Area of Interest
	Role
	Councillor

	Footpaths
	Portfolio
	Gordon Spindler

	Street Lights
	Portfolio
	Robin Taylor

	Wattisham Airfield Liaison
	Portfolio
	Richard Lester

	Roads and Traffic
	Portfolio
	Jim Talbott

	Chamberlin Hall
	Representative
	Andrew Guttridge

	Children’s Playground
	Representative
	Paul Cousins

	P.C.C
	Contact 
	Richard Lester

	Baptist Chapel
	Contact
	Paul Cousins

	TON Class Liaison Officer
	Contact
	Neville Tye


C7/09/19
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Penny Molkenthin presented an in depth report.

She was pleased to announce that there had been only one new crime, an offender had been given a Fixed Penalty Notice on 4 April for possession of a class B drug – cannabis in the High Street.  There had, however, been damage done to the Clock Tower.  There was damage, including graffiti, on the inside of the tower and the gates had been damaged preventing closure.  Her investigations were proceeding positively and would result in offenders being cautioned.
Other problems she would be dealing with were the behaviour of students waiting for their morning transport; fly tipping on the sports field; speeding and illegal parking, particularly on the zigzags either side of the zebra crossing; and one matter that she found particularly upsetting was obscene comments in the Church Visitors Book.  She would also be advising pubs and monitoring the forthcoming ‘Beer Festival’.
Cllr Talbot reported occasions of speeding in Duke Street particularly at the weekends and thought it could be youngsters going to football matches on the playing field.
PCSO Molkenthin advised that she would be circulating more leaflets advising on anti-social behavior.
C8/09/10
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Cllr. Jeremy Pembroke had nothing new to report this month and said that he was busy preparing for the June elections. 

C9/09/10  
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

There was no report from Babergh District Council this month.

C10/09/10 
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS METINGS

 

Basket ball post and surround

Cllr Lester is aiming to get comments from the target age group (12 to 16) on the idea of basket ball hoop and other ideas for the Coronation Park playground.  He is hoping to get this from the new Youth Club which is being set up in the village.  This item to be carried forward until the July meeting once the Youth Club has been formed.  There had been a request for some swings that could be used by the older children which would also be included in these discussions.
Grove Cemetery

The report on the review of the proposed Grove Cemetery work to be discussed at the next meeting.

Cllr Cousins reported that some holes had appeared, rabbits might be to blame.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Council’s grounds contractors to ask for these to be dealt with.

Location of sand/grit boxes

These would be purchased by the Council, Clerk to seek prices, suppliers etc.  The County Council would provide the sand/grit mixture.  Cllr Taylor would take suggestions as to sites for the boxes.
C11/09/10 
PLANNING MATTERS
    
Planning Appendix A

	   Application Number: 
	B/09/00506

	   Location:
	Martins Weft, Duke Street.

	   Proposal:

   Decision:
	Removal of 1 no. Pine tree.

No objectons






Planning Appendix B

 Decided by Babergh District Council

 No new decisions had been received

C12/09/10
FINANCE
Requests from charitable organisations for grants

King’s Pightle

A report from the King’s Pightle Management Team had been circulated.  Members thought that it was important to get some funding for this project underway.  Grass cutting appeared to be a prime concern.  The King’s Pightle Management Team would be asked to provide a quotation from their preferred operative and the Council’s grounds contractors would be asked for their quote.  The Parish Council would order this work direct and APPROVAL for expenditure up to £600 for this work was given.  A grant of £139 for insurance was APPROVED subject to the presentation of Insurance documents.
Other requests

A number of letters asking for funding were considered but it had always been the Council’s policy to limit its funding to those charities that could be seen as being of direct value to the village.  The Clerk would write to all those unsuccessful claimants pointing this out.

Cllr Guttridge, seconded by Cllr Taylor proposed that the following grants were made:
	Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
	£100

	Sudbury & District CAB
	£50

	Stowmarket CAB
	£50

	Helping Hands
	£50

	Friends of Bildeston Health Centre
	£100


By a unanimous vote,  RESOLVED that these grants be authorised.
Employees’ salaries

A report had been circulated.  The reasoning behind the changes was to form a policy under which employees would be reimbursed thus negating the need to visit the matter annually.

The relevant parts of the report would become part of the Council’s Standing Orders.

It was AGREED that the changes outlined in the paper be instigated immediately.

Payments

The following payments were authorised:

	Payee/Service
	    £

	Lollie 

Design of parish plan
	    580.00 

	Garraways 
coffee machine for Community Coffee Centre
	  2817.50



	R. Taylor 

outstanding part of payment for Village web site
	      11.50

	Allianz

insurance
	   1577.33

	Babergh DC 

Garden waste disposal at the Cemetery
	     120.00

	Command Pest Control

Treatment for moles at the Cemetery
	  83.95             

	Chamberlin Hall Management Cttee

	 398.00

	Clerk

	379.00


C13/09/10  
ROAD SAFETY
Cllr Talbot was still looking into a flashing speed warning sign.  He had asked Suffolk County Council to repaint yellow lines in the High Street.  To date, there had been no reply to the letter sent to the farmer re. HGVs in Duke Street.
C14/09/10  
MARKET PLACE

Cllr Cartwright reported that Suffolk County Council was still working on a revised proposal incorporating some of the suggestions received from English Heritage.  The Suffolk Preservation Society had not yet commented.  SCC would be awaiting the Parish Council’s response to their latest plan and so the Working Party would meet again once this was received.

C15/09/10  
CORRESPONDENCE
Circulars and correspondence were received and would be circulated.
C16/09/10 
 MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION  OF 
 THE COUNCIL

Cllr Cousins was concerned that the bus collecting children from Bildeston School in the afternoons was stopping in a potentially dangerous place.  After discussion, no obvious alternative was identified but Cllr Talbot would discuss the matter.

He also reported that The Brooks footpath was, once again, becoming overgrown.  He would discuss this with Cllr Spindler to decide a way forward.

Cllr Tye raised the subject of Bildeston Horticultural Society which had been lying dormant for some years but interest in reforming it was now being shown.  He was holding the Societies’ minute book which had been passed to him for safe keeping.  There was a sum of money held in its name and he was seeking advice as to what should be done about this and any other assets.  Mr Baker advised that the trustees should be contacted and informed that the Parish Council was holding these documents.  Cllr Tye undertook to do this.
Cllr Cartwright reported that besides the graffiti previously reported in the Clock Tower, a lot of graffiti was appearing in the village at a number of locations.  The Clerk would contact Babergh District Council for advice on the removal of graffiti and report back to Cllr Cartwright who volunteered herself to monitor the situation and also to look into repairs to the Clock Tower.
The Chairman reminded Members that it would be helpful to the meeting that if they had any matters to discuss under this section of the meeting, could they let the Clerk know in time for them to be included in the agenda i.e. about eight days before the meeting.  Items could always be posted on the Intranet in the relevant section.

Cllr Guttridge proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Robin Taylor for all his work as Chairman over the past few years.  Members joined him in his thanks.

A member of the public asked that the Horticultural Societies’ minute book remained in the village.  

The meeting closed at 9.28pm
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