Minutes from the meeting

of BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
held on 9 November 2009 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Lester (Chairman)


A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)

P Cousins

S Hiscock


J Talbott

R Taylor

N Tye
Cllr J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)
Cllr D Keane (Babergh District Council)

Mr M Baker (RFO)

V J Allard   (Clerk)
C102/09/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Cartwright and G Spindler.
C103/09/10 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council. 
C104/09/10 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 12 October 2009 were confirmed and signed as correct record.
C105/09/10
POLICE REPORT
An email had been received from Luke Littleboy, Communications Officer for the Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT) at Suffolk Constabulary wondering if he could send information on the work of the local (Babergh) SNT every three months or so. The Clerk had replied, accepting the offer and saying, also, that regular reports were no longer being received and that these were very much missed. The Clerk was asked to pursue the matters of lack of reports, lack of PCSO cover and problems with obstructive parking particularly near the ‘Zebra Crossing’ zigzags by the Health Centre.
C106/09/10
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
Cllr Jeremy Pembroke said there was little to report but that he did want to talk briefly about a sensitive issue that had been reported widely in the press regarding a property that the County Council had purchased in Bury St Edmunds for the housing of vulnerable children/young adults.  As soon as it had been realised that the property was not suitable, the Council had taken appropriate action.
He then went on to discuss the National Grid overhead line project saying that residents who lived between Hintlesham and Burstall wanted the line buried.  He thought that the cost was too high to make undergrounding likely.  

C107/09/10  
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Cllr Desmond Keane reported that  he had spoken to the farm owner regarding the use of Duke Street by HGVs and that the gentleman in question was willing to attend a meeting of the Council to discuss the matter.


On the planning application for change of use at 129 High Street, he said he would have further information by the time of the next meeting and that the matter would be heard in Committee if the decision was to go against the Parish Council’s comments/recommendations.
C108/09/10
PLAYGROUND INSPECTIONS 2009


The following matters had been indicated as needing attention:
	Chamberlin Hall Children’s Playground
	Risk

	Gate – opening less than 12mm
	 Low risk

	Swings – bushes showing signs of wear

                anchor bracket loose

                seat loose
	Moderate risk

	Trim Trail – some of the posts were loose
	Moderate risk

	Coronation Playground
	

	Notice Board Illegible
	Has been replaced

	Goal – old net should be removed
	Low risk

	Goal Posts – loose item needs reinstallation
	Low Risk




RESOLVED – That the work for the Chamberlin Hall Playground would be referred to the 

relevant committee and that the work at the Coronation Playground would be attended to.
C109/09/10 
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS METINGS

Parking in Chapel Street
PCSO’s input still awaited.  Cllr Talbot had done some measurements and drawn a plan to be circulated to Members for information.  He thought that the HGV problem might be somewhat alleviated if the farm owner would undertake to:
a) Advise residents when a vehicle was coming. This was already being done by email to Bildeston Hall;

b) Smaller vehicles to be specified when ordering transport i.e advise difficult access; and
c) Arrange escort vehicle to accompany difficult transports.
To consider options on the replacement of street lights in Brooksfield

Cllr Taylor pursuing.
 National Grid – Overhead Project
Cllr Tye had attended a meeting which had been well supported.
C110/09/10 
PLANNING MATTERS

There were no new planning matters to be considered this month.
 C111/09/10
FINANCE

Accounts 




Mr Baker presented the accounts for the six months to 30 September 2009 (circulated) which 

were received.  Of special note was that the increase in energy costs for street lighting had not 

been as high as was envisaged this time last year.


Budget 2010/11

Mr Baker presented a draft budget for 2010 and the next three years (circulated). 

Mr Baker asked members to identify which projects might be addressed in 2009/10 to clarify the figure required for “special projects”.  The Clerk was asked to arrange a special Council meeting to discuss proposals,


Payments

The following payments were authorised:
	
	       £

	Clerk
	  306.54

	Babergh DC

Playground Inspections
	  121.44

	MCH Handyman Services

Coronation Playground
	   120.00


C112/09/10 
ROAD SAFETY
Cllr Talbott reported that there was to be a further meeting of the ‘Speedwatch’ group on 17 November. There was a short discussion on the merits of speed indicator recording devices and it was AGREED to investigate further, the objective being to encourage sensible driving through the village.
C113/09/10  MARKET PLACE


There had been no meeting of the Working Party because the revised plans from Suffolk 

County Council had not been received. The Clerk was asked to pursue this again.
C114/09/10  CORRESPONDENCE
Circulars and correspondence were received and would be circulated. 
C115/09/10 
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION  OF 
THE COUNCIL
Cllr Tye thought that having the Remembrance Sunday Service on the Market Square had been well attended and a general success although measures should be taken to either slow or stop the traffic during future Services.
The Christmas Tree was discussed and it was AGREED that there should be a contingency budget of £400 set aside for this.

Cllr Talbot asked if the work at Needham Lane had been completed and said that he would inspect.

Cllr Cousins reported overgrown brambles in the access to the garages at Brooksfield.  The Clerk would report this to Babergh.

The state of the ground at Grove Cemetery would be checked for subsidence around the gravestones and for rabbit holes.
The meeting closed at 9.11 p.m.
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