BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 

9 February 2009 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

           Councillors:                  R Taylor                   (Chairman)

                                                R Lester                   (Vice-Chairman)

                                                A Guttridge

                                                J Talbott

                                                N Tye

                                                Cllr J Pembroke       (Suffolk County Council)

                                                Rev. Graeme Ross

                                                 V J Allard                 (Clerk)

                                              2 members of the public were present

CL151/08/9
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Cartwright, P Cousins, S Hiscock and 

            G.Spindler and from Mr M Baker RFO) and Cllr D Keane (Babergh). Cllr Lester apologised 

for late arrival.

CL152/08/9
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



Cllr Guttridge announced that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council.

CL153/08/9
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS



Subject to Cllr Paul Cousins being included in the attendance list of the  minutes of the meeting 

held on 19 January 2009, the minutes of the meetings held on 12 and 19 January 2009 were 

confirmed as correct records.

CL154/08/9
POLICE REPORT



There was no police in attendance but a report was read out in which PCSO Molkenthin 


introduced herself saying that she had been doing some active patrol and engaging with the 

school and children. She was concerned about the speed of traffic through the village and 

would be conducting speed checks in the near future. She invited local businesses to join 

‘Business Watch’ and local equestrians to ‘Horse Watch’.



There was also a crime report covering the period from 6 January to 6 February 2009:

· Sometime between 19 and 26 January, a property in the High Street had been entered but nothing stolen.

· On 8 January a property in Brooksfield was damaged.  The offender was arrested and has been cautioned for the offence.

· Sometime between 27 January and 5 February, a Private Road sign had been stolen from Squirrell’s Mill Road.

· There had been no reports of vehicle crime or violent crime/public order.

CL155/08/9
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

                     Cllr J Pembroke reported that this years Council Tax rise of 2.45% was the lowest on record.

                     He intended to see that the current level of savings was maintained.

                     He spoke about the problems of keeping the County’s roads cleared of snow and gritted     

during the recent spell of severe winter weather.  He had been most impressed with how hard 

the gritting teams had worked.  About four and a half thousand tons of salt and grit has been 

spread per week, as elsewhere in the Country, stocks were running low.



However, he was expecting another 250 tons by Wednesday but if there was another bad 

spell, some areas may have to missed out of the gritting programme.  Supplies might 


have to be managed on a national basis if the situation continued.



On the Local Government Review, he reported that a decision could not now be expected until 

after 5 July 2009.

CL156/08/9
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL



Cllr D Keane had sent his apologies for not being available to attend the meeting.

CL157/08/9
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW AND COMMUNITY BOARDS



A letter from Babergh District Council inviting clerks and chairmen (or their representative) to a 

meeting on 18 February to discuss the setting up of a working group to be engaged in 


developing the arrangements for Community Boards as set out in the Local Government 


Review Business Cases for the various unitary options under consideration had been 


circulated.  In view of the delayed decision date, the Clerk was asked to write and say, please 

contact us nearer 5 July. (It has since been learned that this meeting has been cancelled).
CL158/08/9
TO ADOPT FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLICATION SCHEME



RESOLVED; That the scheme be adopted.

CL159/08/9
STANSTED PROPOSED SECOND RUNWAY



Cllr Lester asked that Members define the Councils position on the expansion of Stransted 

Airport. It was AGREED that any changes leading to increased air traffic over the village 


should be opposed.  Cllr Lester would register for upcoming meetings so, 
even if no one 

attended, the Council would be kept informed.

CL160/08/9
ELECTRONIC INFORMATION SHARING AND MEETING PLANNING UPDATE



This is progressing wel.

CL161/08/9
MATTERS DELEGATED TO THE CLERK



 In line with Standing Orders, placing small orders for goods and service is business as usual.

CL162/08/9
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM THE LAST MEETING



King’s Pightle Pocket Park



Still waiting for a response.



Basket ball post and surround – Wattisham Road Children’s Playground



To be discussed with the proposed Youth Club in April – to be carried forward.



Grove Cemetery Landscaping

Councillor Lester had started to review plans, initial thoughts are that some hard paths should be laid; some seating provided and reduced soft planting.

CL162/08/9
PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A

         
 Items for comment by Parish Council as statutory consultee

	Application Number: 
	B/09/00087

	Location:
	Hurrell Place, Chapel Street

	Proposal:


	Reduce the crown of 1 No. Ash tree by up to 1/3 and remove 1 No. Leylandii tree.

No objection





Planning Appendix B


Decided by Babergh District Council

	Application Number: 
	B/08/01832

	Location:
	Silwood Barns, Consent Lane

	Proposal:
	Removal of 1 no. Goat Willow.

	Decision:
	Granted


	Application Number: 
	B/08/01823

	Location:
	59 Chapel Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Conservation Area Consent - Demolition of existing garages and workshops.

	Decision:
	Granted


Note: Letter dated 29 January 2009 from Babergh District Council

	Application Number: 
	B/08/01822

	Location:
	59 Chapel Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, IP7 7EP

	Proposal:

Application Withdrawn
	Erection of barn style garage and habitable accommodation attached to existing dwelling (following demolition of existing garages and workshops).


	Application Number: 
	B/07/01772

	Location:
	Christmas Hall, Market Place

	Proposal:
	Change of use from dwelling to dwelling with private functions, as amended by plan received 07/02/08.

	Decision:
	Refused

	Appeal Received Date:
	12/06/2008

	Appeal Decision:
	Allowed

	Appeal Decision Date:
	02/02/2009


CL163/08/9
FINANCE



Payments                                                                                cheque              £

	09.02.09
	Boship Associates Limited
	31 December 2008
	101145
	  199.96

	09.02.09
	K L Cowan
	1316

30 January 2009
	101146
	     78.00

	09.02.09
	The Play Inspection Company Ltd
	4120

19 January 2009
	101147
	     86.25

	09.02.09
	Clerk
	 9 February 2009                  
	101148
	   620.24

	09.02.09
	Chamberlin Hall
	31/10/08 – 31/01.09
	101149
	      80.00


CL164/08/9
ROAD SAFETY



Notice of the provision of enhanced driver warnings in Ipswich Road had been circulated and 

these improvement to road safety were welcomed.



Cllr Talbott reported that ‘Community Speed Watch’ was progressing slowly. 



There had been one HGV incident to report.



Suffolk County Council would be contacted regarding a drainage problem in the Needham 

Lane area.  



A pedestrian had been hit by a wing mirror in the northern end of the High Street.

CL165/08/9
MARKET PLACE



It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Tye, that Suffolk County Council’s 


engineering scheme for the Market Place be proceeded with subject to the resolution of certain 

matters.  This was unanimously AGREED.
A working party had been formed to devote time to the project, including arranging an exhibition in March. Progress reports and decisions to be referred to council. Working Party meetings would be advertised – Public welcome to attend and observe as per council meetings.

CL166/08/9
CORRESPONDENCE



Circulars and correspondence were received and would be circulated.

CL167/08/9
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION  OF THE COUNCIL

                        The Reverend Graeme Ross had been invited to attend to ask for the Parish Council’s support 
for a ‘Coffee Centre’ at the Chapel.  He explained that to start with the Centre would be open 
for just one day per week to provide a social centre for people to meet for a chat over a cup of 
coffee.  There would not be any food and would not be in competition with the pubs or the 
shop.  The project needed the Parish Council’s support to meet with Babergh’s grant funding             
conditions.  AGREED – that this venture be supported.


(NOTE: this item had been taken earlier allow Rev. Ross to leave 
the meeting) 



Cllr Tye reported that, despite earlier dialogue, there was still a heap of rubble on the Sport’s 

Field.  This was a danger and an eyesore. Parish Council to write and voice concerns.



Cllr Guttridge introduced the newly published Parish Plan document.  This was thought to be 

most impressive.  Copies would be distributed shortly.



A letter had been received regarding the recent slippery condition of Chamberlin Close but, it 

was pointed out, this was a private road.  However, the Council would look into strategically 

placed ‘salt bins’ throughout the village, particularly where a problem had been noticed such 

as by the junction of Chamberlin Close and Wattisham Road, by the school and by the 


sheltered housing.



The meeting closed at 9.00pm
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