BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 11 February 2008 in Chamberlin  Hall at 7.30 pm

In attendance:  

Councillors:






R Taylor (Chairman)






P Cousins






R Lester






G Spindler




Mr M Baker (RFO)




Councillor D Keane (Babergh District Council)




Councillor J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)




V J Allard (Clerk)



and one member of the public was present

CL7/08
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for Absence were accepted from Councillors N. Tye, A. Guttridge, S. Hiscott ,  J.Talbott and PC Ruth Finbow

CL8/08
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME


The Chairman welcomed Members, Councillors and the member of the public and introduced them to the new clerk whom he welcomed in post
CL9/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interest

CL10/08
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 January were approved as a correct record

CL11/08
POLICE REPORT

There was no police report

CL12/08
REPORT BY COUNCILLOR J PEMBROKE (SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL)

Councillor Pembroke reported that a suitable suite had been identified at Great Blakenham for a proposed Energy from Waste installation. The site was owned by the County Council and had good access being both close to the railway line and the A14 trunk road.

He also reported that the Government settlement for 20008/09 is £155 million, about 7 million better than expected but still not as much as other counties are getting.

However, the County Council will be able to spend an extra £36 million on services this year, thanks, in part, to £12 million in achieved savings achieved over the last 12 months, which are being invested back into services, the priority being to support the most vulnerable.  Therefore an additional £6.7 million will go to helping vulnerable people, including £2.3 million for Adult Care.

Additional money has been allocated as follows:

· £25.5 million one-off subsidy for highways maintenance

· £1 million for subsidised bus transport

· £600.000 for vulnerable children and families

· Additional money to bolster reserves

· Delivering a lower Council Tax increase

The proposed Council Tax increase for this year is 3.75%.

On the subject of the County Council becoming a Unitary Authority, he said that the Boundary Commission would be visiting this month and he would report back to this Council in March.

Councillor Pembroke then answered various questions from Members.  Councillor Spindler thanked SCC Highways for the good work done on Footpath no. 1.  Councillor Pembroke would pass this on to the relevant people.

CL13/08
COUNCILLOR D KEANE (BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL)


Councillor Cousins asked about the District Council’s procedures for delegating decisions to planning officers. Councillor Keane said where the officer disagreed with the Parish Councils view, he would ensure applications were taken to Committee.  Councillor Spindler thanked Councillor Keane for the information he had provided regarding ‘Rights of Way’

CL14/08
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING


Remembrance Service (Timing)


Deferred for three months


HMS Bildeston (plaque)


Deferred to next meeting


Damage to Verges in Ipswich Road


Damage had been repaired – no further action

CL15/08
PLANNING


The Chairman reported on the national changes to submitting planning applications but thought there was nothing of any particular concern to the Parish Council. The Clerk would circulate links to the information to Members by email.

CL16/08
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

(i) 
B/07/1750/LBC/MC


Iinternal alterations at 78 High Street, Bildeston.

(ii)
B/07/01749/LBC/MC


Internal alterations at 80 High Street, Bildeston

Listed Building Consent Granted by Babergh District Council in both cases.

(iii)
B/07/01867/FHA/LJB

Erection of two-storey rear extension (existing rear extension to be demolished). Insertion of 2No. rooflights. 82-84 High Street, Bildeston

Babergh District Council had refused Permission.

(iv)
B/08/00204/LBC/BEL


17 Duke Street, Bildeston


Application for Listed Building Consent – Erection of two storey rear extension, first floor extension: insertion of 1 no. dormer window and internal alterations – no objections.

(v) B/08/11185/FUL/LJB

1 Brooksfield, Bildeston

Erection of pair of demi-detached two storey dwellings and alterations to vehicular acess.  Erection of detached single garage to serve No. 1 Brooksfield and construction of new vehicular access (existing garage has to be demolished) – object on grounds of poor access, development too intensive, insufficient parking.

(vi) B/08/00174/FHA/BEL
23 High Street, Bildeston

Erection of single-storey side extension to provede single garage, workshop and open porch (existing garage to be converted into additional living accommodation) – no objections.

(vii) B/07/00783/FUL/JW
Erection of 2 no. semi-detached two-storey dwellings.  Construction of new vehicular access, as amended by Drawing No. 545/07/01 Rev D received by the Local Planning Authority on 3 July 2007.

Land to the rear of The Red Lion, High Street – permission granted 

(viii) B/07/02054/LBC/LJB
Demolition of store building built into garden wall (wall to be retained) at 78 – 8- and land to rear, High Street, Bildeston – consent granted

The following items had been received from Babergh District Council for information only:

B/07/01398/FHA/MB – 39 Chapel Street – insertion of 1 no. dormer window to rear elevation – revised plans had been received by Babergh.

B/07/01399/LBC/MB – 39 Chapel Street – insertion of 1no. dormer window to rear elevation; insertion of 1 no. window to West elevation; internal alterations – amended drawings received by Babergh.

Babergh has granted Listed Building Consent  to both applications.

CL17/08
TO CONSIDER POLICY FOR ADVANCE AND OUT OF SEQUENCE SALES OF BURIEL PLOTS AT GROVE CEMENTERY


Councillor Cousins reported the need for a policy following a request from a member of the public. Following discussion and Mr Bakers advice from his experience from managing a similar facility in Stowmarket it was resolved to  draw up a policy for adoption in due course.

CL18/08
TO APPROVE PROGRESSION OF AND TENDERING PROCESS FOR GROVE CEMENTERY HARD/SOFT LANDSCAPE ENHANCEMENTS


Quotes obtained to be reviewed and discussion would continue at the March meeting.

CL19/08
TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON WATTISHAM ROAD PLAYGROUND PROJECT


The Chairman reported that finance had been agreed with Babergh and SCC and work was going ahead.  There would be a further update next month.  He advised the council that further remedial will be required and will be presented next month. To continue to focus on facilities for older children, Councillor Lester would look into new facilities an opportunities for acquiring external funding.
CL20/08
TO CONSIDER OPTIONS FOR PARISH COUNCIL ESTATE


After a short discussion it was decided to maintain the status quo with a full review this year.

CL21/08 
FINANCE

Accounts

Mr Malcolm Baker (RFO) presented the Councils accounts for the nine months to December 2007 which were received. He also reported that the Audit Report had received a satisfactory outcome. He had received notice that there was to be a change of auditor, the new one being BDO Stoy Hayward LLP.

Payments

The following payments were approved:


Cheque No. 101071      Rougham Estate - Christmas Tree
226.19

Cheque No. 101072
         SALC - New Clerk’s Training



Publication Local Council Administration x 2
156.88

Cheque No. 101073
SCC Maintenance and energy costs                    1131.58                    


Cheque No. 101074
Babergh DC - Bin emptying Oct-Dec 07    

  62.32                              

Cheque No. 101075
Bildeston Bugle - Reissue of cheque 


to replace damaged cheque   no.10163

  10.00


Cheque No. 101076
Clerk






272.63

Cheque No. 101077
Lubbock Fine




158.63

Cheque No.
101078
K L Cowan





174.00

CL21/08
CORRESPONDENCE


Circulars and correspondence (circulated) were received

CL22/08
MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL


A letter regarding signing to Churches in Bildeston had been received from  SCC.  

The Clerk would respond saying that the Parish Council had no objection but request that the signs be of a size and style to be sympathetic to the surroundings and to remind them that the centre of the village is a conservation area.

CL23/08
TO AGREE DATES FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING (APM) AND THE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


Annual Parish Meeting  (APM)

-

14 April 2008  at 7.00 p.m.


April Parish Council Meeting 
14 April 2008 at 7.30 pm or at the conclusion of the APM


Annual Parish Council Meeting 
12 May 2008 at 7.30 pm

Meeting Closed 9:40
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