BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th December 2007
At Chamberlin Hall, Bildeston at 7.30pm

PRESENT:
Mr R Taylor

(Chair)

Mrs D E Bayliss
(Clerk)

Mr A Guttridge

Mr S Hiscock

Mr R Lester

Mr G Spindler

Mr J Talbott

Mr N Tye

Mr J Pembroke (County Councillor) and 3 members of the public were present
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr P Cousins, Mr D Cobbold, Mr D Keane.
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTERST

Mr Guttridge declared that he was an employee of Suffolk County Council.  
3.  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting of 12th November were circulated prior to the meeting, and it was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Lester that they be signed as a correct record.

4.  MATTERS ARISING

Christmas Tree

This has been erected.  Mr Taylor will write and thank Mrs Hawkins for doing this.

Remembrance Service

Mr Lester has not yet approached the Church regarding timing of future services, but will do so before the next meeting.

5.  POLICE REPORT

This has been circulated.  No issues raised.

6.  TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE

Suffolk County Council

Questionnaire received regarding public transport.  Mr Spindler agreed to be public transport representative, and he will fill this in.  
Posters received regarding avian flu, these to be put up in the village and on circulation.

Brooks footpath closure notice for five days.  

Babergh District Council

Notification that our grass cutting contract is to increased to £168.96 for 2008.  

Wattisham Station

Contact list to be updated, Mr Lester will do.

7.  REPORT BY MR J PEMBROKE

The recent expected floods in the north of the County were the subject of a huge logistical exercise, which fortunately was not required, however, this was a very successful exercise, given that this could happen again.  The County Council are trying to bring pressure on the Government to take urgent action and put strategies in place to deal with this very real threat.

Avian flu in the County has resulted in 60,000 birds being destroyed.  As 80% of all turkeys are produced in Norfolk and Suffolk, this has had a serious knock on affect on the industry in our region.  

The Ipswich unitary bid has been thrown out by the Government and the Boundary Committee are looking at options for alternative structures.  It is unknown what the Government will ultimately decide upon for the County.

Mr Tye reported a problem on the recent 107 bus service from Stowmarket to Bildeston.  During recent very cold weather, the bus was parked waiting to depart, Mr Tye tried to board but the doors were closed and the driver was in the bus and stated he would not open the doors until five minutes before he was due to depart.  Mr Tye felt this to be unacceptable, particularly in view of the very cold weather, and the fact there could have been elderly passengers waiting in the cold.  Mr Pembroke said this was totally unacceptable, Mr Tye to give him the details and he will take up with the Bus Company.
8.  GRANT FOR RESURFACING TENNIS COURTS

Briefing paper circulated.  The Committee have funding of £7,000 and have secured a grant of £20,000 providing they can match this with 10% of what they have already raised.  It was proposed by Mr Guttridge, seconded by Mr Spindler and unanimously agreed,  that we raise a cheque in the sum of £700.00 for this.

9.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been approved:

Bildeston Health Centre – reduction of Ash tree by 30%
Martin’s Weft – erection of single storey rear extension

The following applications have been received:

78 High Street – application for listed building consent, internal alterations – no objections.

82-84 High Street – erection of two-storey rear extension;  insertion of 2 roof lights – no objections.

80 High Street – application for listed building consent, internal alterations – no objections.

10. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS

It was proposed by Mr Guttridge and seconded by Mr Tye that the following accounts be paid:

Chq. No. 1060

Mr K Cowan


£220.00

Chq. No. 1061

Mr K Cowan


£272.00

Chq. No. 1062

Command Pest Control
£138.06

Chq. No. 1063

The Bugle


£10.00

Chq. No. 1064

Mr R Lester


£86.28

11.  TO AGREE PRECEPT

Mr Baker had circulated papers prior to the meeting.  It was proposed by Mr Spindler, seconded by Mr Tye and unanimously agreed that we set the Precept at £18,000 for the Financial Year 2008-9.

Mr Lester felt we should have an asset register, we should ask Mr Baker to look into doing this.

12. WATTISHAM ROAD PLAYGROUND

Mr Taylor is progressing this.

13. FOOTPATHS

Mr Spindler reported Suffolk County Council have inspected Path No. 10 and instructed the Landowner to clear this.  This has been done, and the path is now in very good order.
The County Council are going to upgrade Path No. 1with better surfacing in this financial year, and will repair the bridge in the next financial year.

Mr Spindler has also been in contact regarding the paths partnership scheme, and indicated our interest, and he will take this forward and when necessary.

14. RECRUITMENT OF PARISH CLERK

Three applications have been received so far, closing date 17th December.  

15. TRAFFIC UPDATE

Mr Talbott is continuing to receive HGV incident reports.  He will collate these and send to Suffolk County Council.

With regard to the community speed watch, he is progressing this, Hitcham and Whatfield have shown interest.  He will come back to a future Parish Council meeting with a proposal and costings.

Letter received from Suffolk County Council regarding yellow lines in Bildeston.  They propose to reline those existing, and have put in a recommendation for extending the lines at Squirrells Mill and Wattisham Road.  It was felt we should put this on hold at the present time, as this should be considered in with the refurbishment of the Market Square, as there are cost implications around advertising any changes to this work.

16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

HMS Bildeston 

Mr Tye said that he has been contacted by Mr Brian Player, who donated a plaque of HMS Bildeston to the village, who was upset that this has not been erected in the Chamberlin Hall.  This was previously erected together with a brass plate in the foyer of the Hall, but subsequent to the fire, had not been re-erected.  Mr Guttridge will look into this with the Chamberlin Hall Committee.  It was felt we should invite Mr Player to Bildeston for a short ceremony once this has been sorted.

49 High Street

Mr Tye said the metal plate on the path outside this property is damaged, and water is laying on the path.  Mrs Bayliss will report this to Suffolk County Council.

Resignation of Councillor

Mr D Cobbold has resigned, we therefore have a casual vacancy. The appropriate notice will be posted with Babergh.

17. RETIREMENT OF CLERK

Mrs Bayliss has retired as Clerk to the Council after 33 years.  She was thanked for her hard work over the years, and presented with flowers and a gift.  

There was no other business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm.

DEB/d  11.12.07. 
