BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th June 2007

At Chamberlin Hall, Bildeston

PRESENT:
Mr R Taylor
(Chair)

Mrs D E Bayliss
(Clerk)

Mr M Baker

(RFO)


Mr D Cobbold

Mr P Cousins

Mr A Guttridge


Mr S Hiscock


Mr R Lister


Mr N Tye

Mr J Pembroke (County Councillor), and Mr D Keane (District Councillor), were present

1. APOLOGIES

Mr G Spindler.  Mr J Talbott was not present.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr Guttridge declared that he was an employee of Suffolk County Council.

3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the 14th May were circulated prior to the meeting.  Mr R Lester should be recorded as giving apologies.  With this amendment, it was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Cousins that the Minutes be signed as a correct record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Grass Verge High Street/Ipswich Hill

Mr Tye has this in hand.

Stop Stansted Expansion Campaign Group

Nothing heard from NATS as yet.

79 High Street, Bildeston

We have received letter from Mr Watson at Babergh stating the majority of planning applications are determined by him rather than being considered by the Council’s Development Committee, under powers which the Council has delegated to him.  This scheme of delegation is set out in the Council’s constitution and can be accessed via their website.  In the particular application we refer to, even though the observations were substantially at variance with the decision he proposed, the development was of the scale of a householder development or the erection of a single dwelling.  When decisions of this nature are taken, the Case Officer writes a short report for Mr Watson to consider and countersign and copy is sent to the Local Member.  In this case it was considered that as the site was for a hairdresser which has relocated within the village, the facility has been retained.  

Councillors felt   as the Parish Council had objected, this should have been brought before the full Planning Committee.  Mr Keane will look into this further.  

Postage to overseas Servicemen

Letter received from Ministry of Defence setting out the facts as to how and why postage is charged.  

5. REPORT BY COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Mr Pembroke encouraged the Parish Council to respond to the Government regarding the unitary bid for Ipswich,  He outlined the fact that if this bid were successful, it would have a significant impact on the rest of Suffolk, which he felt would be detrimental.  Councillors were unanimous that this should not succeed, and Mrs. Bayliss will reply via the website to this effect.

6. ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES

The following were appointed as lead contacts or representatives.

Community Transport

J Talbott


Baptist Church
P Cousins

Litter & Environment

S Hiscock


PCC


R Lester

Footpaths


G Spindler


Sportsfield

D Cobbold

Allotment Holders

G Spindler


Bildeston Rangers
D Cobbold

Lights



R Taylor


Primary School
S Hiscock

FOBS



Mrs D Bayliss


ChamberlinHall
A Guttridge

British Legion


R Taylor



Neightbourhood Watch
N Tye


Ton Class


N Tye





7. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE

The following organisations have written thanking us for our recent donation:

Ipswich & East Suffolk Headway,Mid-Suffolk CAB, Sudbury & District CAB, Vitalise, FOBS.

Mid Suffolk CAB 

Invitation to AGM on 20th June at Museum of East Anglian Life 12.30-2.00pm.

Babergh District Council

Invitation for nomination of names for the Community Achievement Awards Judging Panel as current judges have now completed their three years.  Two judges are required.

Suffolk ACRE

Probert Community Initiative Awards nominations invited.  There are two awards, one for the individual who has made the most outstanding contribution to his or her community and a group award for the most outstanding community achievement.

Suffolk County Council

Correspondence regarding reclassification of footpaths.  Mr Spindler to deal with this.  

Code of Conduct

Information booklets received, these were given to all Councillors.

DTI

Paper on combating global warming.  This was put on circulation.

8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been approved:

Bildeston Hall – erection of swimming pool

Taylor Made Joinery – erection of rear single-storey extension to workshop

16 Chapel Street – erection of single-storey rear extension

9. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS

It was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Cousins that the following accounts be paid:

Chq. No. 1025

Mr K Cowan

£346.00

Chq. No. 1027

Chamberlin Hall
£20.00

Chq. No. 1028

Chamberlin Hall
£16.50

Chq. No. 1029

Chamberlin Hall
£91.50

Chq. No. 1030

Chamberlin Hall
£16.50

Chq. No. 1031

Chamberlin Hall
£16.50

Chq. No. 1032

Suffolk ACRE

£50.00

Chq. No. 1033

ICVS


£4.50

Chq. No. 1034

Clare Suddaby
£150.00

Mr Baker reported that VAT reclaimed for last Financial Year has amounted to £1268.96.

He also checked the Suffolk ACRE insurance details against our insurance, and ours is cheaper by quite a long way, like for like.

The Annual Return was presented for approval and signature by the Chairman and Clerk.  This was duly approved and signed.

10. CLERK’S SALARY REVIEW

National pay scales obtained by Mr Baker.  These will be checked against job specification and workload.  Mr Guttridge and Mr Lester will review and make recomendaion.

11. RISK ASSESSMENT

Mr Baker went through this with Councillors. Two items were highlighted:

Clock Winder – Health & Safety issues around access by ladder.  This will be looked into.

Cemetery records – these are held with Mr Cousins, it was felt we should have duplicate and Mr Tye offered to keep a duplicate set.

12. IPSWICH UNITARY BID

Mr Guttridge declared an interest, and took no part in the discussion. 

Councillors felt this would be a detrimental step for Suffolk, as there would be boundary issues, considerable duplication and lack of cohesion.  It was proposed by Mr Tye, seconded by Mr Hiscock that we oppose this.  Mrs Bayliss will reply via the DCLG website.

13. REPORT BY MR KEANE

Mr Keane said he was very pleased to have been elected to serve for another four years, and thanked everyone for voting for him.  

Mr Watson is leaving Babergh and a new Planning Officer has been appointed, who takes up office at the end of the month.  Councillors felt it would be worthwhile inviting him to one of our Parish Council meetings, Mr Keane will find out the name of the gentleman concerned and liaise with Mrs Bayliss regarding this.

14. CEMETERY

Mr Taylor met with Councillors to discuss design brief and changes for cemetery layout.  These were approved by the council. Options for path construction will be included in the tenders. Mr Tye felt it might be a good idea to incorporate  some of the flits from the church somehow, and Mr Lester will approach the PCC regarding this.

Mr Guttridge will write tender and liaise with Mr Baker regarding the Terms and Conditions.  

15. WATTISHAM ROAD PLAYGROUND

The goal posts have been delivered, Mr Greenacre has organised erection.  It was felt the ground needs levelling, Mr Taylor will speak to Mr Greenacre about whether the Sportsfield committee can offer any help and advice.  Mr Keane will also speak with Babergh to see if they can offer any advice.  

16. PARISH PLAN

Survey results  have been processed and analysis will be available shortly.  This to be put on the Agenda for the September meeting.

17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Market Square

Mr Tye reported the War Memorial and Clock Tower area was in need of weeding urgently.  Also the litter bins were overflowing and had lost their inners.  He will look into this, and tidy up the area also.

Clock Tower

Mr Tye reported the seats inside the Clock Tower had been vandalised.  He will look into alternative seating and report back at next meeting.  

Date of next meeting

Monday 9th July at 7.30pm in Chamberlin Hall.

There was no other business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm.

Deb/d  16.06.07.

