BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th October

At Chamberlin Hall, Bildeston at 7.30pm

PRESENT:
Mr R Taylor

(Chair)

Mrs D E Bayliss
(Clerk)

Mr M Baker

(RFO)

Mr P Cousins

Mr A Guttridge

Mr R Lester

Mr G Spindler

Mr N Tye

Mr J Pembroke (County Councillor) and Mr D Keane (District Councillor) were present and 3 members of the public 

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Mr D Cobbold, Mr S Hiscock, Mr J Talbott and PC Ruth Finbow

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTERST

Mr Guttridge declared that he was an employee of Suffolk County Council.

3.  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the 10th September were circulated prior to the meeting, and the following amendments were made:

Those present – Mr J Taylor to read Mr R Taylor, Mr R Lester to be added.  

Apologies to be recorded from Mr M Baker

The amendments having been made, it was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Guttridge that the Minutes be signed as a correct record.

4.  POLICE REPORT

This was read by Mrs Bayliss in the absence of PC Finbow:

There have been two recorded crimes since last meeting.  PC Finbow has introduced herself to the new Licencees at the Red Lion.

5.  POST OFFICE CLOSURES

Mr Taylor has spoken with Debbie, but she has heard nothing further.  Mr Cousins said that he has recently spoken with Kevin, who has stated that the comment in the Minutes of 13th August regarding the fact that if the post office were to close the paper delivery service would not continue was incorrect, in fact he stated this would be in jeopardy what he actually said was that closure would impact upon the other two businesses.  

6.  MATTERS ARISING

Wattisham Airfield

Nothing further heard with regard to late night flying.  Mr Lester said he believed this had recently occurred due to preparation for movement to Afghanistan, and this should now settle down.  A few members of the public have commented to Councillors that we should be supporting this activity.  Mr Tye said he still did not feel we should condone flying very late at night, particularly when, he believed some of this was routine maintenance.  Mr Tye will continue to monitor the situation.

7.  REPORT BY MR J PEMBROKE

Mr Pembroke has donated £1,000 from his Locality Budget towards upgrade to the Wattisham Road Playground, for which he was sincerely thanked.

Suffolk County Council have issued a report regarding the current blue tongue outbreak in the County.  The current situation is that an exclusion zone has been placed around the farms concerned, which extends for 90 miles.  This means no movement of livestock out of Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex for the next two years, and could have a devastating effect for farmers.  DEFRA are in charge of all operations, and are liaising closely with Suffolk County Council, who are monitoring all movements of livestock.  The disease is at present confined to cattle, sheep and deer.  Because of the way the disease is carried, it is virtually impossible to control, especially during this mild weather.

8.  TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE

Babergh District Council

Litter and dog bin audit has been carried out, it would appear that we have four additional bins in which are not currently on their schedule for emptying.  It was agreed we add these in.

Mrs H Guttridge

Mrs Guttridge has written on behalf of Bildeston Primary School PTFA thanking the Parish Council for their donation.  

YMCA Training

Charity organisation working with young people to improve the local community.  They work in conjunction with the Jobcentre to provide the Environmental Task Force Programme.  They have a team of unemployed  18-24 year olds, and the aim is to support people back into employment.  They offer assistance with outdoor practical work and the work is fully supervised and they have their own transport.  We should advertise this in the Bugle.

9.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:

15-17 Duke Street – erection of two-storey rear extension, first floor side extension and insertion of dormer windows.  Three members of the public, who are near neighbours, were present to object to application.  Concerns were expressed over the scale of the development and whether this was appropriate for the area, being overlooked, loss of light to adjoining property and whether drainage had been adequately considered.  Those affected were strongly advised to write to Babergh with their objections.

The Parish Council considered the application, and it was proposed by Mr Guttridge and seconded by Mr Tye that we object on the following grounds:

The Parish Council recognise the legitimate concerns of neighbours and understand and sympathise with them with regard to being overlooked and the issue of light.  They also feel the proposed extension is not in harmony with the style of the building and would question whether  the Government Guidance and Policy as contained in PPG15, a the Suffolk Structure Plan 2001 and Babergh Local Plan Alteration No. 2 (2006) have been adhered to.   

78-80 and land to rear, High Street, erection of one dwelling – objection on the ground of over development of area, scale of proposed dwelling too dominant for size of plot, vehicular access not adequate to serve a second property.

73-75 High Street – erection of one detached dwelling and construction of new vehicular access off Newberry Road – objection on grounds of proposed house too large for size of plot.

Martin’s Weft, Duke Street – erection of single storey rear extension – No Objection.

10. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS

It was proposed by Mr Guttridge and seconded by Mr Tye that the following accounts be paid:

Chq. No. 1047
Chamberlin Hall

£16.50

Chq. No. 1048  Chamberlin Hall

£16.50

Chq. No.1 049
Mr K Cowan


£298.00

Chq. No. 1050
Babergh District Council
£40.33

Chq. No. 1051  Boship Associates

£199.14

Chq. No. 1052
Mrs D Bayliss


£50.00

Mr Baker said we need to set the Precept in December for the Financial Year 2008/9.  Mr Baker will  have first draft available at the November meeting, councillors to consider expenditure for next  year and in particular current, in-proposes and new projects for next meeting.

11. WATTISHAM ROAD PLAYGROUND UPDATE

Mr Taylor said plan of action has been drawn up, he has spoken with Suffolk County Council regarding timing of works,  and he has approached Babergh for funding of £3500.  They have agreed to give us a grant of £3000.  This, together with the locality budget money brings funding up to £4000.  Mr Taylor was thanked for his work in this regard.   

12. CEMETERY TENDER

Mr Taylor noted that this project had been delayed in order to fund the work at Wattisham Road Playground.  It would be appropriate to use monies from the asset replacement fund for some of the elements of this project.  We should re-consider timescales.

13. COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

No nominations received.

14. STANDING ORDERS

Nothing further, meeting arranged for 29th November between Mr Tye, Mr Taylor and Mr Spindler to move this forward.

15. RETIREMENT OF CLERK

Mr Guttridge & Mr Lester have drawn up person spec for the job, together with anticipated hours of work and pay scales.  This to be taken forward and used as basis for interview.  Job to be advertised in East Anglian, with SALC and in the Bugle.  

16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Yellow Lines

Mr Lester reported cars parking persistently on the yellow lines near to the zebra crossing, between 9-9.30 in the morning, which is obscuring the crossing hatching, thus making it impossible for people stepping on the crossing to see oncoming cars.  

Parking is still occurring on the single yellow lines at Squirrell’s Mill Road.

We should write to the Police regarding these incidents.

Tennis Club

Mr Lester said the Tennis Club are progressing the resurfacing of the courts, and currently have a shortfall of £7000 but they are looking actively into funding.  

Rotheram Road Sign 

Mr Tye said this is currently in the Clock Tower.  We should write to Babergh requesting this is put back where it belongs.

Church Lane

Weeds are growing opposite the road from Church Lane, we should ask Suffolk County Council to spray these.

48 High Street

Mr Nay reports the metal strip covering the gulley outside his property has been damaged.  We should advise Suffolk County Council of this.

War Memorial

Nothing further heard with regard to weeding, Mrs Bayliss will chase up Suffolk County Council again.  It was felt we should ensure that during the Remembrance Service the traffic passing the Market Square is stopped as a mark of respect.  Mrs Bayliss will request the Police do this.  

Mr Taylor said he would obtain a wreath for the Parish Council to lay, Council to consider donation to Poppy Appeal at November meeting.

Date of next meeting 

Monday 12th November 2007 at 7.30pm in Chamberlin Hall.

There was no other business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

